
1

Angel Flight News
A Publication of Angel Flight of Texas, Inc.

May — June, 1995                                                                                Volume 4, Number 3

Mission Statistics
The mission statistics shown below
represent only those missions flown
during the first two months of 1995,
and for which a mission form has
been received from the pilot.  (Any
missing mission forms out there?)

Last year’s mission count totaled
302, so we have a way to go to beat
1994.  There were a number of un-
fortunate weather-related cancella-
tions, but as the weather improves,
expect 1995’s total to soar…

Total Missions: 36

Hours Logged: 165.3

Miles (nm) flown: 20,296

Approx. Value: $20,663
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March 11 General Meeting
It wasn’t the best of flying days – low broken to overcast – so instead of
going for a Saturday morning flight, 62 Angel Flight pilots and friends
descended on Senior Citizen Center in Richardson, TX for Angel Flight
of Texas’ first 1995 General Meeting.

As would be expected from such a gathering of pilots, there were some
war stories, some boasting, some exaggeration, some half-truths, and of
course, the out-and-out lies about my airplane’s climb performance.
There was some great BBQ (courtesy of the fine folks at East Wind
BBQ) and a whole lot of hangar flying.  Oh, and in between, we con-
ducted some business:

• Recognition awards were distributed by Jim Parrish and Peggy Goll
to each and every pilot who flew a mission in 1994.  Smiles and
applause abounded.  We have a lot of great pilots.

• Denny Burcham, Angel Flight’s independent accountant, did his
best to explain the federal tax changes in layman terms.  Judging

(Continued on page 3)

March 11 Board Meeting
Q: What happens when you take nine men on a Saturday morning, de-

prive them of adequate sleep and caffeine, and put them in a tiny
room with a long agenda and a short time span?

A: An Angel Flight of Texas Board Meeting.  What else?  (Sorry, Jim.
You know I’m funnin’ ya!)

Seriously, though, the Angel Flight directors held their second meeting
in 1995 to review our activities to date and plan for the future.  Among
the more notable actions were:

• Reports were submitted by the Treasurer, the Secretary and the Mis-
sion Coordinator, and subsequently approved.  Peggy reported a
number of last minute mission forms arrived bringing our 1994 to-
tals to 302 missions, 1505.3 hours and 180,228 nm.  Consider for a
moment those totals represent almost $200K of airplane donations
and almost 8½ circumnavigations of the earth.  Also consider that in

(Continued on page 4)
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Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. is certified un-
der Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Rev-
enue Service code as a tax-exempt, non-
profit Texas corporation.

Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. is dedicated to
providing free medical-related air trans-
portation to persons or organizations who
cannot access conventional transportation
means.  Angel Flight pilots provide their
aircraft, time and operating expenses at no
cost to either Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. or
the requesting patient or organization.

Each Angel Flight pilot, in accordance with
Federal Aviation Authority Regulations, is
the final authority with respect to the con-
duct of each flight.  The pilot is responsible
for determining the safety of the proposed
flight, as well as the fitness of the aircraft
and his/her own proficiency.  The pilots of
Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. are extremely
proud of our perfect safety record.

Errata
Dang!  I just can’t seem to get this
right no matter what I do.

In the last issue, the article about
talking to your patient mentioned a
mildly scarred patient — Well, it
should have read a mildly scared
patient.  Maybe next time I’ll just
use intimidated.

Meanwhile, I hope that any patient
who reads this understands we nei-
ther scare nor scar our passengers
– although those of you who heard
the Butthead and Beavis Airways
story at the General Meeting may
be a little concerned about Roy
Matheny. <grin>

-ed

About three years ago, one of our
former members, John Haverland,
met with the Houston FSDO to
discuss Angel Flight of Texas.  Af-
ter the meeting, the local FSDO
agreed that Angel Flight activity,
for which the pilot took a tax de-
duction, was not “Compensation
for Hire” and thus not subject to
FAR Part 135 regulations.

Recently, the FAA published
Change 10 to it's Air Transporta-
tion inspector's handbook (FAA
Order 8400.11). That change in-
cluded new guidance for FAA in-
spectors concerning Angel Flights.

Included below, is the full text of
guidance. What it says, basically,
is that if a person takes a charitable
tax deduction for the costs associ-
ated with the operation, that it does
not constitute a for hire or compen-
sation operation.

8400.10 CHG 10 12/20/94

1345.  FAA POLICY REGARDING
"COMPENSATION OR HIRE"
CONSIDERATIONS FOR CHARI-
TABLE FLIGHTS OR LIFE
FLIGHTS.  Various organizations
and pilots are conducting flights
that are characterized as
"volunteer," "charity," or
"humanitarian." These flights are
referred to by numerous generic
names, including "lifeline flights,"
"life flights," "mercy flights," and
"angel flights." These types of
flights will be referred to as "life
flights" in this section.

A. Purposes for Life Flights.  The
types of organizations and pilots
involved with or conducting life
flights vary greatly.  The most
common purpose of life flights is to
transport ill or injured persons
who cannot financially afford
commercial transport to appropri-
ate medical treatment facilities, or
to transport blood or human or-

gans.  Other "compassionate
flights" include transporting a child
to visit with a dying relative, or
transporting a dying patient to re-
turn to the city of the patient's birth.

B. FAA Policy.  The FAA's policy
supports "truly humanitarian ef-
forts" to provide life flights to needy
persons (including "compassionate
flights").  This also includes flights
involving the transfer of blood and
human organs.  Since Congress has
specifically provided for the tax de-
ductibility of some costs of charita-
ble acts, the FAA will not treat
charitable deductions of such costs,
standing alone, as constituting
"compensation or hire" for the pur-
pose of enforcement of FAR 61.118
or FAR Part 135.  Inspectors should
not treat the tax deductibility of
costs as constituting "compensation
or hire" when the flights are con-
ducted for humanitarian purposes.

Think about it – A change that An-
gel Flight of Texas pioneered is
now benefitting all charitable flying
organizations throughout the coun-
try.

FAA’s “Angel Flight” Policy
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from the number of questions, this is
an area that continues to cause frus-
tration for the pilot who tries to be
honest when it comes to paying
taxes.

• Mary Ann Bassham, the M. D. An-
derson social worker who has done
so much for Angel Flight, took time
out from her busy schedule to do
even more.  If you missed her talk
about “How to talk to a cancer pa-
tient”, you missed a wonderful op-
portunity to learn what should and
shouldn’t be said and done during
those long flights going either home
or for treatment.

Probably the most important mes-
sage she left us with was to listen.
It’s lonely being a patient sur-
rounded by hundreds of healthy
family and friends.  Sometimes a pa-
tient may tell us things that weren’t
told to the social worker – If the pa-
tient is perceived to be having prob-
lems, the best thing to do is call the
social worker and relate the conver-
sation.  The patient’s social worker
will appreciate it.

• Norm Scroggins, our AOPA South-
western Representative, brought us
up to speed on safety issues.  His
overview also qualified any partici-
pant for the next Pilot Proficiency
(WINGS) Level.  If you want to par-
ticipate, you should have received a
blue form from Norm.  Contact the
office if you attended and didn’t get
one.

• Finally, our own Peggy walked us
through the many steps that lead to
a successful mission.  It isn’t as sim-
ple as she makes it look.  There’s an
awful lot that takes place in the
background.

And if you missed it or didn’t hear it
in the meeting, it’s repeated here –
Those mission forms are very im-
portant to Angel Flight and our fund
raising efforts.  Please complete and
return them after every mission.

(Continued from page 1) Golden Angels
Do I need to say it, or is it exceedingly obvious that donations are start-
ing off miserably slow in 1995?  If you know someone with a philan-
thropic demeanor, please inform him/her about Angel Flight of Texas.

Donor Amount

United Way of East Tennessee $1,134

In Memory of Rudy Heathcott (Note below)

Pilot Missions Hours Miles

Von Hunter 4 19.2 2,301

Earnie Pulley 3 18.1 2,446

Roger Kohl 3 9.7 1,037

Rich Andrews 3 9.4 1,418

Bob Jensen 2 16.1 1,600

Dean Weidman 2 10.6 1,641

Roy Matheny 2 8.8 1,331

Val Eberwein 2 8.8 956

Golden Wings
Once again, we use this corner to honor our Top 10 pilots for January and
February of 1995.  Except that there’s only 8 pilots so far this year with
more than one mission.  Another 15 pilots tied with one mission each.

Note: Rudy Heathcott of Dyersburg passed away recently.  His family
asked that contributions be made to Angel Flight of Texas in
lieu of flowers.  At press time, donations were still being totaled.

Next General Meeting - September 16, 1995
The next Angel Flight of Texas General Meeting is tentatively scheduled
to be conducted in the Houston, TX area on Saturday, September 16.

This General Meeting will correspond with the expiration of three board
member terms.  If you, or someone you know, would like to help guide
this fine organization for a three year term, please contact one of the
present board members for nomination instructions.

We had 60 members and guests in Austin last September, and 62 in
Dallas last month.  Can we count on the South Texas members to blow
those other two totals away?

More details will follow. Please make sure to mark your calendars now
so you don’t miss this important meeting.
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our first year, 1991, our totals
were a mere 102 mission,
358.1 hours and 44,081 nauti-
cal miles.  Pretty impressive
growth over the last four
years, don’t you agree?

• The board formally recog-
nized Roger Kohl, Paul Freels
and Roy Matheny for their ef-
forts to organize our financial
records.  These three spent
hours restructuring our
records into a standard ac-
counting format so that fund
raising efforts are enhanced.

• Denny Burcham presented a
preliminary eight-page audit
of our financial status.  Trans-
lating his accounting-speak,
our records conform to normal
accounting procedures and are
acceptable.  Denny’s audit
will be finalized when the last
mission figures are incorpo-
rated.

• A motion was made and ac-
cepted to create a three person,
dual-role Finance and Audit
committee chaired by the
Treasurer and staffed with at
least one other director.  After
some discussion, the two open
committee membership slots
were filled by Mike Freeman
and Marv Euchner.

• After the Finance and Audit
committee creation, the board
nominated and elected Marv
as the new Vice President of
Finance and Roger Kohl as the
new Treasurer.

(Effectively, all that happened
was that Scott and Roger
switched appointments.  OK?)

• Another motion was made and
accepted to create a fund rais-
ing committee made up of
Marv Euchner (Chairman),

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued on page 5)

Coordinator’s Corner
Let me start by thanking the volunteers that made our General Meeting
such a success.  Kitty Kemp, Irene Skurla, Louise Zimmerman and
Glenn Wamble of the Telephone Pioneer Works, as well as our own Dan
Powers have earned our praise and gratitude.

Dan, by the way, is the new male voice in the office.  Dan is retired from
Texas Instruments and we found him when he called for information for
his ill sister-in-law.  He indicated he had some free time on his hands and
offered to help.  In March, he contributed 57 hours to Angel Flight, both
by backing me up and working our reports on his personal computer.  He
is a very valuable asset to Angel Flight!  Thank you, Dan.

During the General Meeting, several door prizes were awarded to partici-
pants.  The door prize donors included the Addison Millionaire FBO
($250 of merchandise), Texair (case of oil), Texas Pilot Shop (Weather
Book and Flashlight), and Centerline Aviation (Portable Intercom).
Please patronize these generous supporters of Angel Flight.

Also during the General Meeting, the 25 Blood Run flights for the week
of April 17 went in minutes.  Wow!

We could use a few more benefactors – The Angel Flight office desper-
ately needs a copy machine to replace the one we’ve borrowed from the
Richardson Fire Fighters.  We also need a Windows-compatible IBM PC
(386 or better with 4-8M memory minimum).  If you have an old one
collecting dust somewhere, here’s an easy way to get an income tax do-
nation.  Finally, the office really needs a good printer.  Anybody?

For your information, Angel Flight of Texas will have been represented
at this year’s Air Care Alliance meeting in Georgia on Saturday, April
22.  This is the annual meeting for all organizations involved in Public
Benefit Flying, and is a great opportunity to meet, talk, and share
thoughts and strategies with our contemporaries.

Also for your information, the “11th Annual Moody–Wadley BBQ for
Cancer” will have been conducted on Friday and Saturday, May 5/6,
1995, and several Angel Flight of Texas members will have participated.
For those of you who haven’t attended one of these fund raisers, there are
two days of music, dancing, auctions, and 5,000 lbs. (!) of pork BBQ.
Their goal is to raise $25,000 and Angel Flight of Texas usually receives
a fair share of the money.

Mark your calendars – In addition to the September 16 General Meeting
in Houston, the Metroplex East Aviation Association (MEAA) will con-
duct a BBQ and auction to benefit Angel Flight on Saturday, June 3,
1995 at 6PM at the Mesquite (HQZ) airport.  If you have anything of
value to donate, contact me.  And if you aren’t doing anything on June
3rd, then please stop by the Mesquite airport.

One last item – The voice mail system, perpetually plagued with prob-
lems and idiosyncrasies, has been sent to the machine heaven in the sky.
We’re working on an alternative (any ideas out there?), but until we do,
please don’t call or distribute the old 214/669-4321 number.

I think that’s about it – Until next issue,

-Peggy
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Angel Flight of Texas
Honor Roll

And they’re off!  Von Hunter grabs
an early lead.  Will he hold it?
Will he break James Knox’ 21 an-
nual mission or Earnie Pulley’s
amazing 23,156 nm records?
These questions are on everyone’s
mind — Tune in next issue to see
the next exciting episode ...

Following are the Jan – Feb, 1995
mission counts.

Allison, Darrel.............................1
Ammerman, David......................1
Andrews, Richard .......................3
Bates Jr., William........................1
Dyson, Ted..................................1
Eberwein, Val .............................2
Euchner, Marv ............................1
Genotte, Steven...........................1
Gutierrez, Andres ........................1
Hunter, Von ................................4
Jensen, Bob.................................2
Knox, James................................1
Koenig, Kenneth .........................1
Kohl, Roger.................................3
Martin, Chris...............................1
Matheny, Roy .............................2
Parrish, Jim .................................1
Payne, Howard............................1
Pulley, Earnie..............................3
Stokes, Donald............................1
Walsh, Marc................................1
Weidman, Dean ..........................2
Zeitinger, Bob .............................1

Angel Flight News is published bi-
monthly and distributed free of
charge to all Angel Flight of
Texas, Inc. pilots and other inter-
ested parties requesting copies.

For subscription information, con-
tact Angel Flight of Texas at:

94 Arapaho Village North
Richardson, TX  75080
214/231-4656 Phone
214/231-6199 Fax.

© 1995, Angel Flight of Texas,
Inc.  All rights reserved.

Heard on the air
N1234X: “Hobby Tower, Cessna 1234X, Student Pilot. I appear to be out

of fuel.”

Tower: “Cessna 34X, Hobby Tower! IMMEDIATELY reduce speed to
best glide!  Squawk 7700!  Do you have an airfield in site?

N1234X:  “Hobby Tower, Cessna 34X. Sure, I have a field in site. I’m
over here at the FBO and want to know where the fuel truck is.”

(shamelessly stolen from http://aviation.jsc.nasa.gov on the internet)

Scott Worrell and Paul Freels.  The fund raising committee will report
to Roger, the new Treasurer.

(Still following this?)

• One more motion and election – Phil Wood was appointed Vice Pres-
ident of Public Relations and tasked with creating brochures and
pamphlets to spread the Angel Flight story.  (When my enormous
raise comes in, we’re having a huge party!)

• Finally, the board determined the need for a Managing Director who
will serve six–month terms to act as a day–to–day liaison between the
board and the mission coordination staff.  As fast as Roy Matheny
volunteered, he was approved.  Paul Freels agreed to serve the next
term which begins in September at the next General Meeting.

(If you, like me, are hopelessly lost, just turn to the block on page 2
and read the new slate of directors and officers.)

• Before wrapping up, Jim Parrish observed that three director posi-
tions will expire in September.  Because the directors have staggered
terms, it wasn’t immediately known which positions are up for elec-
tion.  Interested parties should contact Jim for additional information.

(Continued from page 4)
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Angel Flight of Texas

Watch Us Grow!

Between 1991 and 1994, Angel Flight of Texas mission mileage grew at
a rate in excess of 100%/year.  Congratulations, pilots!
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Editor’s Two Cents
Interesting observation — These
early year issues have fewer mis-
sion reports, thus more free space
for reader submissions (hint, hint)
or more mindless dribble from
yours truly — It’s your choice!

So please keep those cards and let-
ters coming.  Spelling and gram-
mar aren’t important — content is.
Anything G-rated and Angel Flight
or aviation-related goes.

A 3½” diskette (DOS) or EMAIL is
preferred.  FAX will work, but be-
cause someone (probably me) will
have to type the article, it isn’t my
first choice.

EMAIL/FAX to Phil Wood at:
Internet: woodp@zilker.net
Compuserve: 73717,3453
FAX 512/339-7943

or mail to:
4204 Cliffwood Cove

Austin, TX  78759-7307

When I entered the FBO she was
there already, surrounded by a cou-
ple of overnight bags.  Nice look-
ing young lady – one would guess
at about 30, well groomed and well
dressed – She could have been any
passenger waiting to board any
American Airlines flight to Any-
where, USA.  Certainly there was
nothing to mark her as a “charity
case.”

Introductions were exchanged.
She could have been almost any-
one heading off for a short vaca-
tion.  Thin, but she certainly didn't
look sick – that is, until the odd
way she carried one arm was no-
ticed.  There was a large skin graft
that no amount of cosmetics could
cover.  Melanoma!  And it ap-
peared pretty advanced, too.

As she prepared for the flight, the
weather to our destination was
checked.  A delay!  ATC advised
of an IFR arrival hold at the desti-
nation while some weather passed
– Looked like we would have a few
minutes of conversation as we
awaited our IFR release.

After she returned, she was asked if
this was her first flight with Angel
Flight.  It was.  Since our delay
concerned her, the ATC system,
which controls instrument flights,
was explained.  It was important
that she understand that the delay
did not indicate anything unsafe,
but was done precisely so that the
flight would be safe.  Then we sat
and talked, enjoying the estimated
30 minutes clearance hold time.
She turned out to be as charming
and friendly as she was strong and
courageous.  After a short while,
her curiosity got the better of her
and she inquired about Angel
Flight.

“I really appreciate this,” she vol-
unteered.  “You just sort of do this

– Fly people around who need it?”
she asked.

“Sure do,” was my reply, “We
like to help if we can, and besides
(in a stage whisper) it’s a darn
good excuse to go flying!”  With
that, the ice had broken and the
conversation became more re-
laxed.

“You know,” she said, “just two
years ago I would not have be-
lieved this.”

“What?” I asked.

“Me!  Sitting here.  Accepting
charity from a stranger.  Helping
out myself?  Yes!  Volunteering
to do charity work at the church.
Sure!  But needing help?  I still
have trouble believing it.”

Her story was sadly not uncom-
mon.  A young couple, married a
few years, just starting out.  Own-
ers of their own small business –
Both working and struggling to
get it off the ground.  Unable to
afford health insurance for their
two-person company, but still
managing to put aside a few dol-
lars for emergencies.

Then the cancer!

First the traditional treatments
that took their savings.  Then the
experimental treatments.  Long
trips every three weeks.  She with
no money coming in, too weak to
work, due as much to the treat-
ments as to the cancer.  And her
husband trying to keep the busi-
ness afloat, having to pay another
person just to do the work she had
been doing.

“It’s all gone,” she said.  “Two
years and there’s nothing left.
Oh, we still have a home to live
in, and we have our clothes… the
things we had before.  But the
savings… the money… every-

Angel Flight?  Who Needs It?

thing we had worked for… it's all
gone.  And here I am begging for
rides just to save my life!”

—————

No, it's not always obvious.  We
help those who need it, not just
those who look like they need it.
And every one of them has a story
to tell  – Every one of them is
there, sitting in that FBO, worried,
waiting for you, for a reason.

So the next time you find yourself
flying that long mission and ask-
ing yourself  “couldn’t this guy or
gal just have paid the $99 for a
Southwest ticket?”  Remember –
and be glad you are the one in the
position to offer the help.

And that young lady – I hope she
made it.  I wish her well.

- James M. Knox


