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Mission Statistics
187 missions! Yes, 187!  A record
setting pace! At this rate, we will
complete 350 missions and surpass
our 1994 mission count total of 302.

The following mission statistics lists
those missions flown during the first
six months 1995. Please keep in
mind that in order for us to count
your mission, we must have re-
ceived your completed mission
form in the Richardson office.

Thanks for all your dedication!

Total Missions: 187

Time (hrs) Logged: 775.3

Miles (nm) Flown: 94,023

Approximate Value: $89,160
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July 13 Board of Directors Meeting
The Board of Directors of Angel Flight of Texas convened their fourth
meeting of 1995 on July 13 at the Angel Flight office in Richardson.
Items reviewed included the following:

• Reports submitted by Treasurer and Coordinator. Of significance were
the respective reports that funds are low, and that we continue to have
problems finding pilots for El Paso missions.

• In an effort to reduce wasted postage and phone costs, the board rec-
ommended to profile every patient, social worker, and pilot in the data
base.  Everyone should have received a new application form in the
mail by now – Please complete and return yours as soon as possible to
the Richardson office.

• Our Fund Raising committee reports formal requests for approval
have been submitted to Colin, Dallas, Denton and Tarrant counties.
When approved, these counties will join Palo Pinto and Dyersburg

(Continued on page 5)

General Meeting Announcement
What: Angel Flight of Texas General Meeting
When: Saturday, September 16, 1995, 10:00AM to 12:00noon
Where: Space Center Houston, Silver Moon Conference Room
Who: Angel Flight pilots, volunteers and guests
Why: To conduct the affairs of Angel Flight of Texas, to meet other

pilots, volunteers and guests, to visit the Johnson Space Center,
and (of course) to hangar fly.

Yes, it’s that time again! Angel Flight of Texas’ second General Meeting
of 1995 will be in Houston this time, and everyone’s invited.  Our Hous-
ton hosts (David Ammerman and Von Hunter) have put together what
promises to be an exciting affair.

Formal agenda items include a general review of the state of our organi-
zation, the distribution of new pilot manuals, and the election of three
new board directors.

After the business meeting, the fine folks at Space Center Houston made
us a couple offers we just couldn’t turn down. Space Center Houston has

(Continued on page 3)
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Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. was established
in 1991 to provide free medical-related air
transportation to persons or organizations
who cannot access conventional trans-
portation. Angel Flight pilots provide their
aircraft, time and operating expenses at no
cost to either Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. or
the requesting patient or organization.

Each Angel Flight pilot, in accordance with
Federal Aviation Authority Regulations, is
the final authority with respect to the con-
duct of each flight. The pilot is responsible
for determining the safety of the proposed
flight, as well as the fitness of the aircraft
and his/her own proficiency.

Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. is certified un-
der Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Service code as a tax-exempt, non-
profit Texas corporation.

The pilots of Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. are
very proud of our perfect safety record.

Errata
That’s it!  I’m firing my proof read-
ers and looking for some new ones!

This time they missed the fact that
the EMAIL ID of our board chair-
man, Jim Parrish, was incorrect. It
should have been:

parrishj1@aol.com

And that’s the number “1” after the
letters “parrishj”.

So who wantz to volunteer fur dat
pruf reeding job? <grin>

-ed

FAA Administrator vs. Carter

Sadly, the November 6, 1992,
FAA Administrator vs. Carter de-
cision has reared its ugly head
again. At Oshkosh this year, and
on several On-line services, the
ruling and its impact on public
benefit flying operations is once
again being hotly debated.

While Angel Flight of Texas can
not provide legal counsel to our pi-
lots, some history of the ruling and
subsequent FAA policy changes
may help to clear up the confusion.

Three times between 1990 and
1992, Mr. Carter flew missions
which he claimed were Part 91 op-
erations. The NTSB disagreed and
charged Carter with violation of
sections 61.118 and 135.5 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations.

In its ruling, the NTSB found that
the pilot had operated an aircraft
for compensation or hire when he
did not possess necessary commer-
cial operating authority.

There were several differences be-
tween what this pilot did on his
three trips and what we do at Angel
Flight of Texas every day. The
most obvious are:

• The pilot submitted written in-
voices to the patients or orga-
nizations for each of the
flights. In fact, one of the pi-
lot's invoices was billed as
Part 91 Charter Service.

• The flights were not organized
or flown on behalf of a public
benefit flying organization. On
one of his flights, the passen-
ger was a friend's father. An-
other wasn’t even medical in
nature. He flew a foundation
member to speak at a dinner
function.

The FAA originally requested the
pilot's certificate be revoked. A law
judge subsequently recommended

a 180 day suspension. Finally, on
November 6, 1992, the pilot ac-
cepted a 30 day suspension.

Fortunately, the FAA understands
what Angel Flight does has nothing
to do with Mr. Carter's activities
and, on December 20 of last year,
issued Change 10 to its Air Trans-
portation Inspector's Handbook
(FAA Order 8400.11).

Paragraph 1345.B states in part:

Since Congress has specifically
provided for tax deductibility of
some costs of charitable acts, the
FAA will not treat charitable deduc-
tions of such costs, standing alone,
as constituting “compensation or
hire” for purpose of enforcement of
FAR 61.118 or FAR Part 135. In-
spectors should not treat the tax de-
ductibility of costs as constituting
“compensation or hire” when the
flights are conducted for humani-
tarian purposes.

It's clear that as long as a pilot flies
for Angel Flight of Texas, and re-
ceives no compensation other than
an income tax deduction, that prose-
cution for unauthorized Part 135 ac-
tivity is not a possibility.

Do something like Carter and the
situation may be a little different.



3

Pilot Missions Hours Miles

Von Hunter 13 65.4 7,632

Roger Kohl 10 48.0 5,204

James Knox 9 36.8 3,598

Val Eberwein 8 29.5 3,091

Darrel Allison 8 20.8 2,553

Roy Matheny 7 29.4 4,337

James Lucas 5 24.3 2,460

Chris Martin 5 21.0 3,350

Dean Weidman 5 19.4 2,901

Michael Speck 5 16.0 2,231

Donald Stokes 5 14.9 1,841

Golden Wings
This corner honors our Top Ten pilots for January through June of 1995.
And once again, it’s not ten, but eleven because multiple pilots tied with
five missions each. Six pilots had 4 missions each.

a cafeteria that will cater a special
Angel Flight lunch.  We’re still
working on the menu, but expect the
cost to be about $8.00 per person.

After lunch, our hosts have arranged
for all day passes to the Space Center
Houston, Mission Control and John-
son Space Center. The passes include
tram transportation between the sites,
and will be available for only $8.75
per person.

And that price will get you access to
the Mission Status Center where any
orbiting shuttle can be watched via
live feeds.

Other exhibits included for the $8.75
price include a Land the Shuttle
video-game simulator, a Living in
Space 20-minute demonstration, a
real Moon Rock, and unlimited ac-
cess to Rocket Park, where Saturn,
Mercury and Little Joe rockets are on
display.

This is for kid’s of all ages. Last
year’s meeting attendees are still
talking about the fun they had!

Finally, for those not familiar with
the area, we will only be about 10
miles from Kemah, the site of
scrumptious, scenic, seaside dining.
Whether you go on your own or part
of an Angel Flight group, this is one
part of Houston not to miss.

For those flying in, FBO facilities are
being provided courtesy of South-
west Services (713/484-6551 or
800/426-5237), Ellington Field
(EFD). Ask for Debbie.

We’re still working on ground trans-
portation  from EFD to Space Center
– Houston.  If we can’t come up with
enough local Houston residents,
Debbie can arrange for rental cars
and/or overnight accommodations.
Cars are $32.50 to $44.50 (plus tax)
depending on size. Southwest Ser-
vice’s corporate rate at the Holiday
Inn on Nasa Road One is $37.00 plus
tax.

(Continued from page 1)

Please note these are not Angel
Flight rates, but Southwest Service
corporate rates and you must make
your reservations through them to
get the rates.

Finally, as responsible pilots, we
owe it to our FBO host to patronize
their business — Their 100LL rate
is only $1.87.  How about we all
fill up before flying home? It’s not
that much and we’ll be welcomed
back next year.

Well, what more can I add? We had
60 pilots and guests in Austin last
September, and 62 in Dallas this
March. Our biggest base of pilots
and the source of most of our mis-
sions is Houston, so this should be
the biggest meeting. Right?

So what are you doing reading
this? Mail your confirmation in to
the Richardson office!

Thank You, EDS
Most members probably weren’t
aware of this, but the two PCs used
for years for mission scheduling are
not Angel Flight property, but the
personal property of Peggy Goll
and Roy Matheny.

Enter Richard Bustamente who
brokered an arrangement for EDS
to donate several PCs, printers,
keyboards, some cash for monitors
and even some mobile phones.

We’re so rich in PCs and printers
now that we can dedicate separate
machines to voice-mail and incom-
ing faxes, and another to outgoing
faxes and word processing.

Our thanks to Peggy and Roy for
the temporary use of their ma-
chines, and an especially warm
Thank You to Richard and EDS.
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Angel Flight of Texas Honor Roll
Every pilot listed below has flown one or more mission during the first six
months of 1995. Von Hunter continues to set the standard – 13 missions
in six months. Can he match James Knox’ 1994 record of 24 missions?

Allison, Darrel............................ 8
Ames, Raymond......................... 2
Ammerman, David..................... 1
Andrews, Richard....................... 3
Balske, Curt ............................... 3
Barnes, Holly ............................. 1
Bates Jr., William....................... 1
Bean, Robert .............................. 1
Bradfield M.D., J. Y................... 3
Careforce.................................... 1
Carroll, Frederick ....................... 2
Combs, Larry ............................. 1
Craig, Wallace............................ 4
Curtis, Jerry................................ 4
Davis, Mike................................ 1
Dumais, Richard ........................ 3
Dyson, Ted................................. 3
Eberwein, Val............................. 8
Edwards, David.......................... 1
Euchner, Marv............................ 3
Genotte, Steven .......................... 3
Gutierrez, Andres ....................... 2
Handschuch, Rick ...................... 2
Hanson, Don .............................. 1
Hunter, Bo.................................. 2
Hunter, Von ............................. 13
Jensen, Bob ................................ 2
Kelsey, William ......................... 1
Knox, James............................... 9
Koenig, Kenneth ........................ 1
Kohl, Roger.............................. 10
Lampman, Thomas .................... 4
Latham, Roger............................ 1

Lowe, William............................ 1
Lucas, James............................... 5
Martin, Chris .............................. 5
Matheny, Roy............................. 7
Miles for Kids............................. 2
Miller, Edward............................ 1
Morrison, Timothy ..................... 2
Owens, James ............................. 2
Parrish, Jim................................. 4
Payne, Howard ........................... 4
Pulley, Earnie ............................. 4
Rickenbacher, Steve ................... 1
Rushton, Mel.............................. 1
Sims, Sally.................................. 3
Smith, O. R................................. 1
Smith, Roger .............................. 1
Speck, Michael ........................... 5
Steward, Rodney ........................ 2
Stokes, Donald ........................... 5
Van Paasschen, John .................. 1
Von Strien, John......................... 1
Vasquez, Don ............................. 2
Wakeman, Bob........................... 3
Walsh, Marc ............................... 2
Watson, Anthony........................ 2
Weidman, Dean.......................... 5
Welsh, Bill.................................. 1
Wightman, Tom ......................... 2
Williams, Doug .......................... 2
Wood, Philip .............................. 2
Young, Cal ................................. 1
Zale, Donald ............................... 1
Zeitinger, Bob............................. 1

Meet the Candidates
On September 16, the Angel Flight
membership will elect three new
board members and the board will
also appoint new Treasurer, Secre-
tary and a board member to replace
Mike Davis. Following are short
profiles of the applicants.

Raymond Ames — Pilot and small
business owner. Extensive experi-
ence with non-profit organizations.
Significant contributor to Richard-
son office construction.

Lee Brucker — Pilot and engineer.
Very technical and proceduralized.
Can assist with PC–related issues.

Fred Carroll — Pilot and attorney
for local medical, non-profit organi-
zation. Brings legal and manage-
ment experience to our team.

David Edwards — Houston–based
pilot and small business owner. Ex-
tensive experience with financing
and managing non-profits.

Mel Rushton — Pilot and small
business owner. Particular expertise
in financial management.

Wayne Stolzman — Architect with
significant business and manage-
ment skills. Excellent contacts in
the business community.

Greg Dow and Jean Kline have
volunteered to serve as Treasurer
and Secretary, respectively

Dyersburg, Tennessee
It’s hard to thank the residents of
Dyersburg, TN enough.

Not only does their United Way
contribute significant funds to An-
gel Flight, but the individual contri-
butions are just as generous and
welcome. Too bad we can’t clone a
number of Dyersburgs in Texas.

Here’s an idea — How about we
just annex that county and make
them part of our great state? <grin>

More Thank You’s
If you’ve called the Angel Flight office recently, you may have met and
talked to Peggy’s very able assistant, Dan Powers. The office doesn’t
miss a beat when Dan fills in for Peggy. On top of that, he’s just about
got our PCs and faxes singing like prized song birds.

Another name you may hear mentioned time and time again is Jean
Kline. An mild-mannered employee of American Airlines during the
day, this administrative wizard is working miracles with our records.
Jean has brought some seriously needed organization to meeting reports,
minutes and action items. Quality help like hers is hard to find.

If you call in one day and one of these two miracle workers happens to
answer the phone, do me a favor and thank them for all they do.
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(TN) as counties which permit employee contributions to Angel Flight.

• Denny Burcham, our independent accountant, citing other obligations
and responsibilities, asked that his resignation be accepted.

• After a year of superb financial management, Roger Kohl announced
that he wished to resign as Treasurer and enjoy his well-deserved retire-
ment. Reluctantly, the board accepted his resignation as well.

• Mike Davis, our lone Houston director, indicated a potential relocation
would require him to resign his board position. The board will tele-
phone conference to appoint a successor to fill his unfinished term.

• All three directors whose terms expire in 1995 (Mike Freeman, Roy
Matheny and Scott Worrell) have decided not to run for reelection. The
membership will elect successors to serve for the next three years at the
September 16 General Meeting.

• Director nominees were introduced.  At press time, they include Ray-
mond Ames, Lee Brucker, Fred Carroll, Dave Edwards, Mel Rushton
and Wayne Stolzman. Five of the nominees attended and discussed
what they wanted to bring to Angel Flight. Short profiles of all nomi-
nees appear on page four of this newsletter.

• Roy presented preliminary copies of a new pilot’s handbook.  After
proofing, copies will be distributed at the September General Meeting.
(Trust me on this one. You will be impressed when you see Roy’s work
of art! -ed)

• Paul Freels outlined a telephone service offer from CTS Long Distance
of Allen, Texas, for Angel Flight members that saves the member
money and contributes to Angel Flight.  Further details are contained in
the Low Cost Phone Service article in the next column.

At 10:10PM, with all the day’s business concluded, the directors ad-
journed until September and drove or flew home.

(Continued from page 1) Low Cost Phone Service
Members of Angel Flight are being
offered an opportunity to save
money and financially assist Angel
Flight of Texas at the same time.

CTS Long Distance of Allen, Texas
is offering the following very com-
petitive per minute rates:

Residential Service
Business day .................$.190
All other hours ..............$.120

Business Service
All day service ..............$.155

When you pay your bill, CTS will
rebate the lion’s share of their prof-
its directly to Angel Flight of Texas.

The Angel Flight office has utilized
CTS’ services for over two years
now without problems – This is a
quality organization that has been
conducting business throughout
Texas and the US since 1985. Mike
Davis (713/496-4872) is also using
CTS and would be happy to provide
references as required.

If you are looking for a low cost al-
ternative to AT&T, MCI or Sprint
for your home or business, contact
Denise at 214/702-1761.

Angel Flight need funds to continue
our humanitarian mission and this is
an easy way for members to help
out and save money at the same
time. Please help out Angel Flight
and save money in the process.

Heard on the Air
The pilot relating this story swears it’s true. He said he was up late one
night listening to his scanner when the following transmissions took
place. Names have been changed to protect the innocent…

DFW TWR: “Cargo 189, cleared to land, 18R, wind calm.”

Cargo 189: “Roger, cleared to land, 18R.”

Cargo 189: “Tower, we just hit something.”

DFW TWR: “Say again, 189.”

Cargo 189: “We hit a small animal or something on the runway.  You
know, some sort of road kill or something?”

DFW TWR: “Cargo 31 Heavy, be advised company that just landed ahead
of you on runway 18R reports hitting some sort of road kill.”

Cargo 31: “That's OK. We'll flatten it out a little bit for you!”

(shamelessly stolen from the http://aviation.jsc.nasa.gov on the internet.)
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Editor’s Two Cents
Thank you to all those who called
and/or wrote to offer articles, sug-
gestions and criticisms.  All, and I
mean ALL, input is welcome.

So please keep those cards and let-
ters coming.  Spelling and gram-
mar aren’t important — content is.
Anything G-rated and Angel Flight
or aviation-related goes.

A 3½” diskette (DOS) or EMAIL is
preferred.  FAX will work, but be-
cause someone (probably me) will
have to type the article, it isn’t my
first choice.

EMAIL/FAX to Phil Wood at:
Internet: woodp@zilker.net
Compuserve: 73717,3453
FAX 512/339-7943

or mail to:
4204 Cliffwood Cove

Austin, TX  78759-7307

This month we sent Aviation Annie
out again to look for a story for the
newsletter. She came home with a
grin saying Marv Euchner’s Dimmit
story can’t be beat. So, here is is!

AA: Tell us a little about your
background.

ME: Born at an Air Force base in
Fort Sumpter, South Carolina, I’m
an “Air Force Brat.” We relocated
several times during my childhood
and finally ended up in Altus, in SW
Oklahoma.

I attended Southwestern Oklahoma
State University and majored in fi-
nance. After graduation, GTE of-
fered me a job and I’ve been with
them for 19 years. Currently respon-
sible for GTE's international finance
operations. Moved to the Dal-
las/Fort Worth area four years ago
from the GTE’s Dominican Repub-
lic facility. Talk about interesting
general aviation flying – Caribbean
flying is fantastic. GTE has relo-
cated me eight times – Guess that
Air Force blood is still in my veins.

I'm married. No children, except for
my wife’s three cats. My favorite
team is the Green Bay Packers, how-
ever I have been known to sit and
cheer for the Cowboys.

AA: How did you get started in
aviation?

ME: Before I was old enough to
have a driver’s license I would strap
on a C150 every chance I got. I
soloed as early as I could, and have
since continued on to private, com-
mercial and instrument ratings as
fast as I could afford. <grin>

AA: What do you fly?

ME: I have a ‘79 C182RG that I
use for Angel Flight missions and
personal cross country travels. I also
have a ‘46 Champ. When I find the
time, I’m building a Zenair Zodiac
601HDS, which I hope to have fly-

ing by October of this year.

AA: How long have you been with
Angel Flight? How many missions
have you flown?

ME: Good question, it’s been four
years since I found out about Angel
Flight. My total mission count is
probably around 25 or so.

AA: What was the most unusual
experience while flying a mission?

ME: That's easy. On a mission
from my home airport, Northwest
Regional (52F), to Dimmit, Texas
in “fer” West Texas to pick up a
patient. It was IFR when I departed
and continued to be IFR along the
entire route.

The Dimmit airport is a typical
West Texas airport – strictly a VFR
facility. As I approached Dimmit in
IMC, the controller advised that
Lubbock is reporting 100 feet par-
tially obscured and ½ mile with fog
and rain. Amarillo wasn’t much
better. He wanted my intentions.

I told him I wanted to continue to-
ward Dimmit. He advised that an
aircraft 30 minutes prior could not
get into Dimmit and had to divert.

Soon thereafter, the controller
asked every 2 to 3 minutes if the
airport in sight. In turn, I was ask-
ing for lower altitudes. He was frus-
trated and I was anxious.

Incredibly, right over the Dimmit
airport was a hole about 10 miles in
diameter. Bright sunny skies.

I told the controller and was cleared
for the visual. Before switching to
Unicom, the controller suggested I
must have been living right to find
that hole. I responded I was with
Angel Flight and just got lucky. He
replied luck had nothing to do with
it – God was my copilot on this par-
ticular flight.

I felt a shiver run up my spine. My

patient was equally amazed – five
minutes prior to my arrival, the
weather had gone from low clouds
and fog to bright sun.

AA: What do you like best about
being an Angel Flight member?

ME: The sense of accomplish-
ment. I feel fortunate I can fly and
am pleased to give just a little back
to people that truly need it. My
mother had passed away several
years ago due to cancer – Now I
think she is with me whenever I fly
an Angel mission.

AA: Any final comments?

ME: To those Angel Flight pilots
who haven’t had a chance to take a
mission – Do it now! When you
land back at your home base and tie
down the aircraft, step back and
take good look at the plane. It will
smile, and if you listen real care-
fully, it will say: “Job well done.”

Meet the Membership — Marv Euchner


