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Mission Statistics
Even though the heading above says
this is the January-February, 1996
issue, the summary below includes
only those missions through October
of 1995. Our next newsletter will
summarize all the 1995 missions.

Nevertheless, there’s nothing wrong
with the numbers below. Will we ex-
ceed lasts year’s total of 302 flights?

Total Missions: 255

Time (hrs) Logged: 1,052.6

Miles (nm) Flown: 128,002

Approximate Value: $121,049

November 10 Board of Directors Meeting
The sixth and last Board of Directors meeting in 1995 was held at the
Millionaire FBO in Addison, Texas on November 10. Among the more
noteworthy agenda items were the following:

• The board reluctantly accepted the resignation of Marv Euchner. His
increased international responsibility with his employer left very little
time for Angel Flight activities. Marv was a significant contributor to
the Fund Raising committee and we will miss his wise and selfless con-
tributions immensely. The board will be actively looking for a replace-
ment of Marv’s stature. (Volunteers?)

• Our treasurer report contained both positive and negative news. The
good news is that our financial accounts have been restructured into a
new, comprehensive financial tracking program – The bad news is that
now we know (to the penny) how tough our financial trouble is… (That
news was partially offset by a significant year-end grant from a Dallas-
based foundation for $2,000. Angel Flight is very grateful for this
donor who wishes to remain anonymous.)

• Our Fund Raising Committee presented the efforts to date to raise An-

(Continued on page 3)

Battles Worth Fighting
“He says he'll be down just as soon
as he finds his other leg!”

Hmm… This should be an interest-
ing flight, I thought to myself.

I was in Odessa waiting to pick up
a patient, a young boy being flown
in from El Paso, destined for the
Shriner’s Hospital Burn Center in
Galveston, Texas. The pilot for the
first leg had just shut down his
Navion, and was handing me bag-
gage to load into my Arrow.

There seemed to be a small delay,
however, unloading the patient. It

turned out that one of his artificial
legs had rolled back under the seat
and he was having trouble reaching
it. A minute later, leg secured, he
climbed down onto the wing.

“My gosh, he looks like an alien
from another planet.”

I feel somewhat ashamed to admit
it, but that was my first thought. I
have seen burn victims before, but
clearly this had been very bad. Both
legs had been amputated at the
knees. All fingers were gone, except
for the thumb on one hand. Ears and
nose were substantially gone, and
all the exposed skin was an unusual
color and texture.

I know it must sound grotesque, but
the effect really was not. Instead of
looking like someone so badly
burned and scarred, he looked much
more like someone from a Star
Wars movie – The effect helped, no
doubt, by his small stature.

We hit the rest rooms, loaded up,
and were on our way. A quick climb
to 11,000 feet and we settled into
cruise for the flight to Galveston. I
asked if he wanted a headset, which
he readily accepted.

Soon I felt like I was taking my Pri-
vate Pilot oral exam all over again.
This being only the second small
plane he had ever been in, he

(Continued on page 4)
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IFR/VFR Backup Pilots and Co–Pilots

Pilot Manuals
The new Pilot Manuals were a sell–out. In fact, they went so fast that we
had to republish them. If you didn’t get one, please be patient, they’re on
their way. Also, please note the Austin distribution point was changed.
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Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. was estab-
lished in 1991 to provide free medical-
related air transportation to persons or or-
ganizations who cannot access conven-
tional transportation. Angel Flight pilots
provide their aircraft, time and operating
expenses at no cost to either Angel Flight
or the requesting patient or organization.

Each Angel Flight pilot, in accordance
with Federal Aviation Authority Regula-
tions, is the final authority with respect to
the conduct of each flight. The pilot is re-
sponsible for determining the safety of
the proposed flight, as well as the fitness
of the aircraft and his/her own proficiency.

Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. is certified un-
der Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Rev-
enue Service code as a tax-exempt, non-
profit Texas corporation. The pilots of An-
gel Flight of Texas, Inc. are very proud of
our perfect safety record.

Work Phone Home Phone

Addison — Millionair FBO 214/248-1600 N/A

Austin — Signature East FBO 512/474-7600 N/A

Houston — David Edwards 713/242-1780 713/242-0380

Houston — Von Hunter N/A 713/358-3519

Richardson — Angel Flight Office 214/231-4656 N/A

If none of these distribution points are convenient to you, call the
Richardson office and we’ll get a copy in the mail to you.

It may not be well known outside
a limited subset of our member-
ship, but although the Angel
Flight of Texas roster includes
over 400 pilots, less than 80 of
them have flown a mission in the
last 18 months. That means that
more than 300 of us have not
flown in the last 18 months. Why?

After speaking to a fair number of
pilots, five responses dominate –
Lack of time and lack of money,
followed by a lack of load capac-
ity, lack of an IFR rating, and fi-
nally, stomach butterflies.

There’s not much we can do about
the first two. If you don’t have
time or money, we understand.
Maybe not today, but some day…

Our regular blood runs are the per-
fect way for someone with limited
load capacity to participate. Even
a C152 with full fuel and a 200lb.
pilot can still carry a full load of
blood. And blood doesn’t require
much attention – Just strap it in
and ignore it. <grin>

The lack of an Instrument Rating
can be intimidating. Texas
weather is not known for its stabil-
ity and the last thing any of us
want is to hear is that a patient’s

condition worsened while waiting
for a frontal passage.

So here’s the plan – If you are a
VFR pilot and you’re concerned
about the weather, simply tell the
coordinator you want an IFR
backup for your mission. Then, if
the weather turns sour, we’ll have
an alternate pilot standing by ready
to take your patient.

For those stomach butterflies, the
best remedy is to take another mem-
ber along for the flight. He/she can
help with the mission coordination
and paperwork, but more impor-
tantly, the member will ease any ap-
prehension about talking to, work-
ing with, and transporting a patient.

This co-pilot program works both
ways. The experienced pilot helps
reassure a new pilot, and the new
pilot gets a chance to contribute.
And in the process, we get more of
the best possible advertising for An-
gel Flight we could ask for – Word
of Mouth advertising.

Experienced pilot members can
check to see if any co-pilots want to
come along, and new pilot members
can make certain the coordinator
knows you want to co-pilot.

Pretty simple, eh?
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Pilot Missions Hours Miles

Von Hunter 19 99.4 11,701

James Knox 11 56.1 5,475

Roger Kohl 10 48.0 5,204

Roy Matheny 10 40.1 6,037

Val Eberwein 10 35.7 3,771

Jerry Curtis 9 38.1 5,089

James Lucas 8 33.2 3,260

Darrel Allison 8 20.8 2,553

Michael Speck 7 24.5 3,197

Donald Stokes 7 24.3 3,127

Golden Wings
This is eerie. Just last issue I mentioned that the Top Ten always seems
to be the Top 12 or Top 14 because there’s a tie for that last place. Well,
so much for that! This time the Top Ten really is Ten!

Congratulations to our top pilot contributors.

gel Flight awareness among civic
and public leaders. Again, the ef-
fort here is not necessarily to so-
licit funds, but to raise exposure
levels. The hope remains that it
will be easier to raise funding
when we’re better known.

• Work on a full color brochure
continues. The draft has under-
gone a second revision, but we
still need photographs of pa-
tients, pilots and airplanes, as
well as some significant layout
work. We are also still in search
of lower cost printing facilities.
(Anybody got a picture of a pa-
tient, pilot or airplane they
would like to contribute?)

• Raymond Ames introduced us to
a program initiated by The
Kroger Grocery Company to pro-
vide financial assistance to quali-
fied non-profit organizations. A
description of the program and
how you can help can be found
on page five of this newsletter.
(Please consider participating in
this program. It won’t cost you a
penny, but will provide Angel
Flight with significant financial
assistance.)

• Couple of housekeeping issues
were brought up. Mission reports
still seem to take an inordinate
amount of time to get to Richard-
son. In fact, in late-December, we
are still awaiting seven Novem-
ber mission reports.

• Additionally, we are getting
ready to report the year totals for
our awards ceremony and 1995
tax letters. Please make certain
the totals on the Honor Roll on
page four matches your log book.

With the days business concluded,
the meeting adjourned around
10:30PM and all members drove or
flew home.

(Continued from page 1)

Board Meeting (con’t)

Fantastic Fuel Rate and More…
Quite a few FBOs offer Angel Flight pilots a special fuel rate while on an
Angel Flight mission. But an FBO at Redbird (RBD) airport in the Dallas
area has just put all the other FBOs to shame.

Joe Reed, Director of Operations for APS Fuel Storage, issued the follow-
ing release just last month:

For immediate release:

APS is offering special fuel discounts to “Angel Flight” pilots and opera-
tors. All Angel Flight pilots will receive 100LL for $1.60/gal, whether fly-
ing a mission for Angel Flight or just passing through. Over night tie-down
or hangar storage is available at no cost when purchasing fuel from APS.

Monthly tie-downs are $25.00, and monthly hangar rentals for singles and
medium twins is only $110.00. Special rates may be contracted for multi-
ple aircraft storage, with several large hangars available.

APS looks forward to serving the needs of Angel Flight, whether it’s fuel,
storage, maintenance, towing or car rentals. Call APS at (214) 331-5737,
or 122.950 MHz Unicom for further details.

Angel Flight has been informed that APS will be open 24 hours a day,
except for late Saturday night to early Sunday morning. It’s a fair bet I’ll
be taking regular advantage of this incredible APS offer!

Joe Reed has chosen to express his enthusiasm for Angel Flight of Texas
with his pocketbook. On behalf of all of us, he has our appreciation.
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Battles (con’t) Angel Flight of Texas Honor Roll
We’re in the home stretch for 1995 missions. Even though this is the first
newsletter published in 1996, we’re still compiling the last 1995 missions
so the count below is just those missions through October 31, 1995.

The next newsletter scheduled for late February will have the 1995 totals.

Allison, Darrel ............................ 8
Amber, Rick ............................... 2
Ames, Raymond ......................... 3
Ammerman, David ..................... 2
Andrews, Richard ....................... 3
Balske, Curt ................................ 6
Barnes, Holly.............................. 1
Bates Jr., William ....................... 2
Bean, Robert............................... 2
Bradfield M.D., J. Y. .................. 4
Brucker, Lee ............................... 3
Careforce .................................... 1
Carroll, Fred ............................... 4
Clark, Brian ................................ 1
Combs, Larry.............................. 1
Craig, Wallace ............................ 4
Curtis, Jerry ................................ 9
Davis, Mike ................................ 1
Dow, Craig ................................. 1
Downing, Gene........................... 1
Dumais, Richard......................... 3
Dyson, Ted ................................. 3
Eberwein, Val ........................... 10
Edwards, David .......................... 1
Euchner, Marv ............................ 3
Genotte, Steven .......................... 3
Gutierrez, Andres........................ 2
Handschuch, Rick....................... 2
Hansen, Don ............................... 1
Harrison, Harvey ........................ 1
Hunter, Bo .................................. 4
Hunter, Von.............................. 19
Jensen, Bob ................................ 2
Kelsey, William.......................... 1
Kirkwood, Vic ............................ 1
Knox, James ............................. 11
Koenig, Kenneth......................... 3
Kohl, Roger .............................. 10

Lampman, Thomas..................... 6
Latham, Roger............................ 1
Ligon, Tracy ............................... 1
Lowe, William............................ 1
Lucas, James............................... 8
Martin, Chris .............................. 6
Matheny, Roy........................... 10
Miles for Kids............................. 2
Miller, Edward............................ 2
Morrison, Timothy ..................... 2
Owens, James ............................. 2
Parrish, Jim................................. 5
Payne, Howard ........................... 5
Prentice, David ........................... 4
Pulley, Earnie ............................. 5
Rickenbacher, Steve ................... 1
Rushton, Mel.............................. 3
Sims, Sally.................................. 3
Smith, O. R................................. 1
Smith, Roger .............................. 1
Speck, Michael ........................... 7
Steward, Rodney ........................ 2
Stokes, Donald ........................... 7
Van Paasschen, John .................. 1
Von Strien, John......................... 2
Vasquez, Don ............................. 4
Wakeman, Bob........................... 3
Walsh, Marc ............................... 2
Watson, Anthony........................ 2
Weidman, Dean.......................... 5
Welsh, Bill.................................. 1
Wightman, Tom ......................... 2
Williams, Doug .......................... 3
Wood, Phil ................................. 3
Young, Cal ................................. 1
Zale, Donald ............................... 1
Zeitinger, Bob............................. 1

wanted to know every knob and
button, every display and dial.
“How do the brake pedals work, and
what happens to them in the air?”
“If the yoke turns the plane, why do
we need those rudder things on the
floor?” “How high can we go?”
“How fast can we go?” “What does
that needle mean?” “Will that but-
ton (PTT button) fire the guns?”

Thirty minutes of Hangar Flying
with him, and I suddenly realized a
very strange change had occurred.
He no longer looked like a burn vic-
tim. He was no longer a disfigured
boy, horribly scarred by fire. He
looked to me just exactly like what
he was – A young boy, bright and
eager, and as fascinated by this
miraculous airplane as any of us.

I clicked “heading hold” on the au-
topilot, showed him where I wanted
the altitude indicator to point, and
said “Your plane!” He couldn't actu-
ally grip the yoke, of course, but he
could squeeze it between his wrists.
Frankly, I think he held the assigned
altitude better than I usually do!

Only once did his “brightness”
flicker. He pulled off his artificial
legs, remarking that they “hurt quite
a lot” and that this was one of the
first things the surgeons were going
to work on.

I found out that he was going in for
probably three months of corrective
surgeries, and no doubt many more
rounds cosmetic work after that. I
could also tell that the almost com-
plete coverage of skin grafts and
scars were itching and bothering
him badly, but he never said any-
thing…

He just wanted to know if I'd ever
done aerobatics in the plane.

Nothing within our technology can
more than begin to repair the dam-

(Continued from page 1)

age done to this boy’s body. Sur-
geons and nurses, therapists and
prosthetics, all will allow him to
only partially regain what would
have been a normal life.

But he is not going to let that deter
him from wringing from this life

every bit of happiness and fulfill-
ment he can muster. Our flight
helped him get one small step fur-
ther along that road. I am glad, that
in some small way, I was able pro-
vide part of that help.

–James M. Knox
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Kroger Cares …
… and you can too! Kroger Grocery
is starting an innovative program in
which Kroger rebates a small per-
centage of your grocery purchases
back to Angel Flight. Depending on
quarterly purchases, the rebate
ranges from 1% to 3%.

The program is for qualified,
501(c)3 registered, non-profit orga-
nizations such as Angel Flight of
Texas.

The implementation of this program
is pretty straight forward – You pur-
chase $100 of groceries, and Angel
Flight receives between one and
three bucks. Pretty simple.

To participate, all you need to do is
to present your Kroger Cares card
to the cashier at check-out. Your
card will be scanned and the pur-
chase recorded.

Kroger Groceries will be mailing
the cards to our Richardson office.
If you can, please stop by to pick
one up. If you can’t, call the office
and we’ll be happy to mail it to you.

Now for the less-than-good news –
Kroger only has stores in the Dallas
and Shreveport areas, so sadly,
members elsewhere will not be able
to participate.

If you live in the Dallas or Shreve-
port areas, please take advantage of
this generous offer from Kroger.

Errata
I’ve tried to put this way down in the
corner so no one notices.

For some time, I have received com-
ments that Angel Flight newsletters
downloaded from the Angel Flight
of Texas internet web site (http://
www.zilker.net/~woodp/angelflight.
html) didn’t print out correctly. The
newsletters always looked fine on
my printers, so I thought the prob-
lem must lie elsewhere. <grin>

Well, embarrassingly enough, the
problem was mine – I failed to em-
bed the typefaces properly, so unless
you coincidentally had installed the
exact same typefaces on your PC or
Macintosh, the newsletters would
have printed out differently.

It’s been fixed now, but the down
side is that embedding the typefaces
made the documents significantly
larger (~150Kb each). Sorry.

By the way, if you haven’t checked
our site recently, please do so. New
items are being added regularly.

It is said that if you put two pilots in
one room, you are certain to get at
least three different opinions. That
certainly turned out to be the case
with the last newsletter’s article on
the Lifeguard designation.

One pilot admitted to almost always
using the designation, “Even when
I’m dead-heading to pick up a pa-
tient, I still need priority to get me
to the patient without delay.”

Another rarely uses it, “Let’s face it,
this is wide-open Texas. Unless I’m
going to the other side of Houston
or Dallas airspace, I’m practically
going to get ‘direct’ anyway.”

Another split the difference, “It
makes me a little uncomfortable
knowing that a Boeing 747 could
be pulled off final approach for me

and my patient on his way to
weekly chemotherapy. But on the
other hand, I imagine a controller
would be most skeptical if I just
popped up at the last minute, when
things are good and busy, and de-
clared Lifeguard status.”

About the same time our discus-
sion was taking place, a similar
discussion was taking place on
CompuServe, a commercial on-
line service. The issues and points
raised there weren’t all that much
different than they were here, ex-
cept that Part 135 Med-Evac pilots
were joining in the discussion. Ev-
erybody had their own interpreta-
tion for the AIM and its Chapter 4,
Section 2, Paragraph 4-33:

“Civilian air ambulance flights re-
sponding to medical emergencies
will be expedited by ATC …” and
“[Lifeguard] is only intended for
those missions of an urgent medi-
cal nature …”

Into this fray stepped Rick Cremer,
an employee of the FAA’s Flight
Standards office and longtime
CompuServe member. He men-
tioned that when the AIM was
written years ago, the original
benefactor of Lifeguard were the
Part 135 Med-Evac pilots. But
since then, Angel Flight-like activ-
ities have adopted the the call sign
and used it responsibly. As long as
this satisfies everyone, the FAA
had no plans to alter the AIM.

Bottom line? Take Jim Parrish’s
advice and let common sense rule.
Use it, don’t abuse Lifeguard.

Lifeguard Redux

Mark Your Calendar
The next General Meeting of An-
gel Flight of Texas is tentatively
scheduled for Saturday, March 9,
1996, in Dallas, TX. More details
will appear in the next newsletter.
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Editor’s Two Cents
Yeah, it’s me again, begging for
submissions. It’s simple, unless I
hear otherwise, I’m going to keep
turning out this mindless (?) dribble.

It’s easy to contribute.  Style, gram-
mar and spelling are not important –
content is.  Anything G-rated and
related to Angel Flight or aviation
goes. Reasonably easy, eh?

A 3½” diskette (DOS) or EMAIL is
preferred.  FAX will work, but be-
cause someone (probably me) will
have to type the article in, it
wouldn’t be my first choice.

EMAIL/FAX to Phil Wood at:
Internet: woodp@zilker.net
Compuserve: 73717,3453
FAX 512/339-7943

or mail to:
4204 Cliffwood Cove

Austin, TX  78759-7307

Meet  the Membership — Jim Parrish

You have to give our cub reporter,
Aviation Annie, some real credit on
this one. Getting Jim Parrish, our
current and two-term Angel Flight
of Texas Board Chairman, to settle
down for even a moment is a chore
(go ahead and ask his wife), but to
actually get him to sit still long
enough for an interview – Now
that’s an accomplishment.

Here’s Annie’s report:

AA: Tell us a little about your
background.

JP: I was born into a Marine
Corps family in 1956, so I have
lived in every odd place the USMC
could imagine transferring my fa-
ther, from Japan to Washington,
D.C.. When I was in high school,
Dad retired from the Corps, and we
happened to live in Dallas. I stayed,
except for a long enough stint in
Austin to get smartened up at UT.

AA: So how did you get started in
Aviation?

JP: Dad was a fighter pilot (call
sign “Doc”), so I always knew I
would fly. Came home from work
one day to find that my wife of six
months had compiled a list of local
flight schools and their rates. She’s
definitely a keeper. With an offer
like that, I couldn’t say no. We’ve
been destitute, but happy ever since.

AA: What do you fly?

JP: These days, I fly a Bellanca
Viking (N414JP), which I bought in
1987. Finest ship ever built (that I
can afford).

AA: How long have you been with
Angel flight? How many missions
have you flown?

JP: I actually started flying for
Air Lifeline in 1990, before Angel
Flight was formed. When Angel
Flight incorporated, I became a
charter member of the Board of Di-

rectors, and was elected Chairman
in 1994. To date, I have flown
thirty missions, about half of
which have involved patients.

AA: What was the most memo-
rable experience while flying?

JP: The most memorable mis-
sion I have flown was for a patient
named Courtney Farmer. The
flight was routine, but the tangent
emotions were not.

Courtney was an attractive young
woman of thirty–two, and she had
a malignant tumor in her brain. Her
husband and family had aban-
doned her. She knew her illness
was terminal, yet she was bright
and cheery, well dressed and
groomed, and obviously working
very hard to spare those around her
of the grief that must have perme-
ated her very soul.

When we parted in Houston, she
hugged me tight, tears streaming
down her face. No words were spo-
ken. I never saw her again, but her
memory will live vividly in my
mind forever.

AA: What do you like best about
being an Angel Flight member?

JP: Despite the fact that a large
number of our patients ultimately
succumb to their afflictions, flying
them to and from their treatments
is truly gratifying.

The notion that we may play a part
in improving the quality of life for
another person is intrinsically re-
warding, particularly realizing that
the help we provide may not be
available to the patients from any
other source.

AA: Any final comments?

JP: I truly believe that we have
only scratched the surface of the
great human need in this part of the
country.

There are some fifteen-thousand pi-
lots living within fifty miles of
where I sit writing this, yet we can
only claim about four-hundred of
them as our members. I can’t help
but believe that the ratio of all
needy patients to those we actually
serve has to be a similar proportion.

My most important goal as Chair-
man for this three–year term is to
orchestrate a controlled expansion
of our organization so we can reach
the greatest possible number of
those people in need. Please help us
achieve that goal.

–Jim Parrish

(Angel Flight News is always look-
ing for stories to be told and pilots
to be interviewed. If you have an in-
teresting story, or would like to be
our featured pilot next issue, please
give our friendly editor a call.

–ed)


