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Mission Statistics
Another record year! Our count of
310 missions establishes a new
record for the fifth year in a row!

Reflecting improved coordination
efforts by matching pilots to mis-
sions in their local area, we were
able to achieve this growth while si-
multaneously reducing the average
mission length by over 10%.

So what target should we set for our-
selves in 1996? 400 missions?

Total Missions: 310

Time (hrs) Logged: 1,280.3

Miles (nm) Flown: 154,840

Approximate Value:  $147,235

March 9 General Meeting Announcement
Look out, Dallas!  It’s been a year
and we’re returning to the Senior
Citizens Center at 820 W. Ara-
paho in Richardson, for our first
General Meeting of 1996. Angel
Flight members and their guests
from all over are urged to attend.

Activities are planned to run from
10 AM to 2 PM, and the agenda is
starting to look as follows:

10:00 AM – Opening Comments
and Discussion – Jim Parrish will
present his “State of the Union”
address and summarize what
we’ve accomplished in 1995, and
establish measurable objectives
for Angel Flight of Texas in 1996

and beyond. If you have a question
about, or a suggestion for, Angel
Flight of Texas, this is the session
you won’t want to miss.

10:30 AM – Awards Distribution –
Whether or not you flew a mission
in 1995, you’ll want to attend this
portion of the meeting, either to ac-
cept your award or to congratulate
those who did.

11:30 AM – ATC 101 & DFW
Airspace – We’re honored this time
to have a seasoned Fort Worth Cen-
ter controller (and multi-rated pilot),
Scott Voigt, introduce us to the ins
and outs (and complexities) of Dal-
las/Fort Worth air space. If you’ve
wondered why ATC doesn’t know
the shortest distance between two
points is a straight line, here’s your
chance understand why.

12:00 noon – East Wind BBQ –
Nothing more needs to be said!

1:00 PM – Checklists – We all
know what they are and we all know
we should use them. Norm Scrog-
gins, our AOPA Southwest Repre-
sentative, will walk us through
some real life examples of why
they’re so important.

Flying in? Not a problem! The offi-
cial airport is Addison and the offi-
cial FBO is Millionair. We’ll have a
shuttle waiting if you give the office

(Continued on page 2)

January 12 Board Meeting
With an agenda list as long as the runway at Austin’s Robert Mueller air-
port, the board of directors convened their first meeting of 1996 at Signa-
ture Flight Support in Austin.

This meeting was unique in that a Gayle White from Redbird Develop-
ment Corporation had asked to address the group. Mr. White arrived with
a proposal offering Angel Flight of Texas free office space in one of the
Redbird airport buildings. Along with the free rent came offers of access
to conference rooms and even potential use of their hangar facility for
general meetings. The board agreed to consider the offer but first needed
to evaluate space, lease and insurance considerations. (Coming on the
heels of last year’s fuel and hangar offers from APS, it appears Angel
Flight of Texas may have found an Angel of our own.)

After the Redbird offer, everything else seemed anti-climactic. Secretary
and Treasurer reports were approved as submitted.

Based on a number of unsolicited offers from Texas airports to base our

(Continued on page 3)
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General Meeting (con’t)Angel Flight of Texas, Inc.

Chairman:
Jim Parrish
President:

James Knox
Vice President – Finance:

(open)
Vice President – Public Relations:

Phil Wood
Managing Director:

Paul Freels
Secretary:

Jean C. Kline
 Treasurer:

Tom Polgreen

 Fund Raising Committee:
(open) – Chairman

Paul Freels
Wayne Stolzman

Mission Coordinators:
Peggy Goll – Dallas

Von Hunter – Houston
David Zippin – Austin

 Independent Accountant:
(open)

 Board of Directors:
Raymond Ames – Dallas

Fred Carroll – Dallas
David Edwards – Houston

Paul Freels – Dallas
James Knox – Austin
Jim Parrish – Dallas

Wayne Stolzman – Dallas
Phil Wood – Austin

(open)

 Honorary Directors:
Norman Scroggins – AOPA

Hon. Sam Johnson

Newsletter Editor:
Phil Wood

Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. was estab-
lished in 1991 to provide free medical-
related air transportation to persons or or-
ganizations who cannot access conven-
tional transportation. Angel Flight pilots
provide their aircraft, time and operating
expenses at no cost to either Angel Flight
or the requesting patient or organization.

Each Angel Flight pilot, in accordance
with Federal Aviation Authority Regula-
tions, is the final authority with respect to
the conduct of each flight. The pilot is re-
sponsible for determining the safety of the
proposed flight, as well as the fitness of
the aircraft and his/her own proficiency.

Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. is certified un-
der Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Rev-
enue Service code as a tax-exempt, non-
profit Texas corporation. The pilots of An-
gel Flight of Texas, Inc. are very proud of
our perfect safety record.

(214/231-4656) a day or two notice.
And Millionair has a special fuel
rate, so be sure to say ‘Thank You”
by refueling before departure.

For those driving, you are asked to
park in the lot in the back of the Se-
nior Citizen Center so the front
parking spaces can be left for the
senior citizens.

Last piece of administrivia – The
BBQ taxes our budget tremen-
dously so we’re asking for a volun-
tary $10 donation from each partici-
pant. Please mail it in with your at-
tendance confirmation.

See you there!

(Continued from page 1)

Flight Plans Revisited
If you’ve ever acted as the second
or third pilot in a relay mission,
then you know first hand why An-
gel Flight of Texas encourages the
filing of IFR flight plans. Among
many other things, one simple call
to FSS, and the relay pilot can find
out when the first pilot is due at
the transfer airport. (Actually, the
FSS staffer queries Fort Worth or
Houston Center for the informa-
tion, but the bottom line is that the
pilot only needs to make one call
to FSS at 1-800-WX-BRIEF.)

But we’ve all had those days when
the weather was perfect VFR and
you wanted the latitude of VFR
flight for one reason or another.
Filing of a VFR flight plan for
search and rescue reasons is still
encouraged, but an important as-
pect of of our Angel Flight opera-
tions is eliminated in VFR flight.

Why? Because unlike IFR flight
plans, which reside in Center
computers, VFR flight plans exist
only in FSS computers. And the
only real piece of data is the time
the flight plan was activated.

If Angel Flight operations needs
to know your location and arrival
time, FSS may not be able to pro-
vide that information.

The solution? Flight following, or
more correctly, radar advisories.
Because when providing radar ad-
visories, the controller loads your
destination and other information
regarding your flight into the Cen-
ter computers for others to access.

When VFR, please make certain
to request radar advisories, and, if
applicable, Lifeguard status –
That will do two things. It will
make it easier for operations to
find you if needed, and it will also
reduce the probability of a con-
troller getting too busy to hand
you off to the next ATC facility.

Houston Bound?
Whether you’re flying a patient in or
out of Houston Hobby, please don’t
forget you are ultimately responsi-
ble for coordinating your patient’s
ground transportation.

Fortunately, the Houston chapter of
the Lion’s Club makes your coordi-
nation work very easy.

When you make initial contact with
your patient, also inquire about their
ground transportation needs. If they
need help, you will have to make a
second phone call.

Our Lion’s Club contact is Nils
Sorenson, and he can be reached at
713/643-9462. (His phone number
is also in the Angel Flight Pilot
Manual in case you forget it.)

Those of you who have worked with
Nils know he is quite accommodat-
ing. He can be at the Raytheon
Beechcraft FBO virtually any time
of day or night … as long as he
knows your flight schedule.

Please don’t forget this small item.
It’s certain to make the trip just a
little easier on our patients.
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Mark your Calendars
Normally, our first general meet-
ing of the year is in Dallas, and
the second is on the road. (Austin,
Houston, San Antonio, etc.) And
normally, this second meeting is
the one  in which directors are
elected. It just didn’t seem fair
that the site of our largest pilot
base never received the opportu-
nity to participate.

To correct that, Angel Flight will
conduct our second meeting of
1996 in Dallas as well. If you
want to mark your calendars, plan
on Saturday, September 14. The
exact site will be determined later.

And for those of you in Austin,
Houston, San Antonio or wher-
ever, you participation is still en-
couraged – Either by joining us in
Dallas or by submitting an absen-
tee ballot.

Board Meeting (con’t)

Pilot Missions Hours Miles

Von Hunter 21 111.3 13,230

Roger Kohl 15 75.9 8,090

James Knox 14 69.9 7,116

Roy Matheny 11 43.3 6,527

Val Eberwein 11 40.3 4,221

Darrel Allison 11 30.2 3,616

Michael Speck 10 37.8 4,938

James Lucas 9 43.2 4,247

Jerry Curtis 9 38.1 5,089

Donald Stokes 7 24.3 3,127

Curt Blaske 7 18.2 2,068

Golden Wings
Here are our top eleven Angel Flight pilots for 1995. If you get a chance
to meet any of them at our General Meeting in March, please take a
minute to thank and congratulate them. For in 1995, they flew a com-
bined 125 missions, or more than 40% of the total. Very impressive.

EMAIL and more EMAIL
Every day sees another officer, di-
rector or coordinator establish an
email account. In fact, in Austin,
email is being used for local mis-
sion notifications. Contact David
Zippin (address below) if you want
to be added to the distribution list.

Our complete email directory is
starting to look like this:

Peggy Goll
ggoll@iamerica.net

Jim Knox
trisoft@realtime.net

Jim Parrish
jmp@airmail.net

Tom Polgreen
polgreen@dalsemi.com

Phil Wood
woodp@zilker.net

David Zippin
david.zippin@mail.utexas.edu

Did I leave anyone out?

“fleet” at their facilities, we con-
cluded that there’s a serious problem
of some people still not understand-
ing what it is that we do. A slogan
based on “comfortable, fast, and
free” will be adopted and incorpo-
rated into an upcoming promotional
publication.

One other action the board intends to
take entails involving more pilots in
our missions. Recognizing that
blood runs are the most fun and easi-
est missions to fly, we’re going to
hold some in reserve for those pilots
that haven’t had an opportunity to
fly a mission. If it’s been more than
a year since your last mission, or if
you have yet to fly that first one, ex-
pect to get a call from a board mem-
ber before the next set of blood runs.

Wayne Stolzman generously agreed
to accept additional responsibility
and joined the Fund Raising Com-
mittee. We’re looking forward to his
contributions to the committee.

In addition to needing to nominate a
replacement for Marv Euchner, the
board observed the terms of David
Edwards, Paul Freels, and James
Knox will expire in September of
this year. Nominations for any of the
four positions are being accepted.
For information about becoming a
board member, contact Jim Parrish
at 214/524-0461.

There was discussion about the An-
gel Flight Honor Roll (Page 4) for-
mat. Starting with the first 1996 mis-
sions, the summary will include ori-
gin and destination airports, and ad-
ditional summaries about the flights.
It ought to be more informative for
both the pilot who flew the mission
and others interested in flying mis-
sions. Look for it in the next issue of
Angel Flight News.

After a very constructive meeting,
we adjourned a little after 11PM.

(Continued from page 1)
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Angel Flight of Texas Honor Roll
Somebody had to fly those 310 missions in 1995. Here are the 87 pilots and
another two organizations we have to thank.

It’s not possible to know how many fellow citizens we helped. Perhaps your
mission only carried one patient. Perhaps your mission carried 30 units of
blood that helped 30 different patients. Regardless, it was appreciated.

Allison, Darrel ..........................11
Amber, Rick................................4
Ames, Raymond .........................3
Ammerman, David .....................2
Andrews, Richard .......................3
Armstrong, Harold......................1
Bain Jr., Joe ................................1
Balske, Curt ................................7
Barnes, Holly ..............................1
Barnes, John ...............................2
Bates Jr., William .......................2
Bean, Robert ...............................2
Bradfield M.D., J. Y. ..................6
Brucker, Lee ...............................4
Bryant, Tim.................................1
Bush, Terry .................................1
Campbell, Duff ...........................1
Careforce.....................................2
Carroll, Fred................................4
Christensen, Del..........................1
Clark, Brian ................................1
Clore, Tom..................................1
Combs, Larry ..............................2
Craig, Wallace ............................4
Cuccarese, Tony .........................1
Curtis, Jerry ................................9
Davis, Mike ................................1
Dow, Craig..................................1
Downing, Gene...........................1
Dumais, Richard .........................3
Dyson, Ted .................................3
Eberwein, Val ...........................11
Edwards, David...........................1
Euchner, Marv ............................3
Fleming, James ...........................1
Genotte, Steven...........................3
Gutierrez, Andres........................2
Handschuch, Rick.......................2
Hansen, Don ...............................1
Harrison, Harvey.........................2
Hunter, Bo ..................................5
Hunter, Von ..............................21
Jensen, Bob.................................2
Kelsey, William ..........................1
Kirkwood, Vic ............................1

Knox, James............................. 14
Koenig, Kenneth ........................ 3
Kohl, Roger.............................. 15
Lampman, Thomas..................... 6
Latham, Roger............................ 1
Ligon, Tracy............................... 1
Lowe, William............................ 2
Lucas, James .............................. 9
Martin, Chris .............................. 6
Matheny, Roy........................... 11
Miles for Kids ............................ 2
Miller, Edward ........................... 3
Morrison, Timothy ..................... 4
Owens, James............................. 2
Parrish, Jim................................. 5
Payne, Howard ........................... 5
Phillips, David............................ 1
Prentice, David........................... 5
Pulley, Earnie ............................. 6
Rickenbacher, Steve ................... 1
Ritter, James............................... 1
Rosen, Dave ............................... 1
Rushton, Mel.............................. 3
Sampson, Paul............................ 1
Sims, Sally ................................. 4
Smith, O. R. ............................... 1
Smith, Roger .............................. 1
Speck, Michael......................... 10
Steward, Rodney ........................ 3
Stokes, Donald ........................... 7
Van Paasschen, John .................. 1
Von Strien, John......................... 2
Vasquez, Don ............................. 4
Wakeman, Bob........................... 3
Walsh, Marc ............................... 2
Watson, Anthony ....................... 2
Weidman, Dean.......................... 5
Welsh, Bill ................................. 2
Wightman, Tom ......................... 2
Williams, Doug .......................... 3
Wood, Phil ................................. 4
Young, Cal ................................. 2
Zale, Donald............................... 1
Zeitinger, Bob ............................ 1

Chuckle for the Day
A customer service award should go
to the United Airlines gate agent in
Denver for being smart and funny,
and making her point, when con-
fronted with a passenger who proba-
bly deserved to fly as cargo.

During the final days at Denver’s
old Stapleton airport, a crowded
United flight was canceled.

A single agent was rebooking a long
line of inconvenienced travelers.
Suddenly an angry passenger
pushed his way to the desk. He
slapped his ticket down on the
counter and said, “I have to be on
this flight and must be in FIRST
CLASS.”

The agent replied, “I’m sorry sir. I’ll
be happy to try to help you, but I’ve
got to help these folks first, and I’m
sure we'll be able to work something
out.”

The passenger was unimpressed. He
asked loudly, so that the passengers
behind him could hear, “Do you
have any idea who I am?”

Without hesitating, the gate agent
smiled and grabbed her public ad-
dress microphone. “May I have your
attention please?” she began, her
voice bellowing throughout the ter-
minal. “We have a passenger here
who does not know who he is. If
anyone can help him find his iden-
tity, please come to the gate.”

With the folks in line laughing hys-
terically, the man glared at the
United agent, gritted his teeth and
swore, “(Expletive) you!”

Without flinching, she smiled and
said, “I’m sorry, sir, but you’ll have
to stand in line for that, too.”

The man retreated as the people in
the terminal applauded loudly.

Although the flight was canceled
and people were late, they were no
longer angry at United.
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Lots of Thank You's
Our first Thank You of this month
goes out to Liz Dunn and AT&T
Wireless Communication.

Her corporation sponsored a “1996
Cellular Link to the Community”
program which provided Angel
Flight of Texas with two free Cellu-
lar Phones and an unlimited amount
of local talk time.

AT&T Wireless Communication’s
generosity will permit better mis-
sion coordination and planning
without worrying about burden-
some phone expenses.

A second Thank You of the month
goes out to Howell’s FBO and the
owners, Mark and Laura Howell.

Howell’s FBO is located at Grand
Prairie (GPM) airport and they are
offering fuel at only $1.60 to any-
one setting out, flying, or returning
from, an Angel Flight mission.

Simply identify yourself as an An-
gel Flight pilot flying a mission, and
ask for the Angel Flight rate. How-
ell’s can be reached at 214/988-
8609 or UNICOM 122.8.

An additional thanks goes to Austin
von der Hoya, a Dallas-based An-
gel Flight pilot, for coordinating
this very nice offer.

And our final Thank You of the
month goes to the University of
Texas at Austin Flying Club and
Tom Larsh.

The club has agreed to sponsor an
upcoming Angel Flight mission by
funding an aircraft, a pilot and fuel.

Readers of Angel Flight News may
remember that last year, Tom Larsh
and Andres Gutierrez flew a patient
back to his home in Midland.

To all our generous benefactors,
sponsors and contributors to Angel
Flight of Texas, we thank you from
the bottom of our hearts.

Angel Flight News is published bi-
monthly and distributed free of
charge to all Angel Flight of Texas,
Inc. pilots and other interested par-
ties requesting copies.

For subscription information, con-
tact Angel Flight of Texas at:

94 Arapaho Village North
Richardson, TX 75080
214/231-4656 Phone
214/231-6199 Fax.

© 1995, Angel Flight of Texas, Inc.

FAA Administrator vs. Carter, again…

It was only six months ago (Angel
Flight News, Vol. 4, No.5) that we
reviewed the November 6, 1992
FAA Administrator vs. Carter deci-
sion.

At that time, we truly thought we
had finally put that beast to rest for
the very last time. WRONG!

This time, however, the broad side
came from an unexpected source,
Mr. J. Mac McClennan, Vice Presi-
dent and Editor in Chief of FLY-
ING magazine.

In his LEFT SEAT column of the
March 1996 issue, Mr. McClennan
wrote, in part, “The FAA main-
tains, and the NTSB has upheld,
that if you make a flight for charity
and deduct any part of the expense
on your tax return you have vio-
lated the FARs.”

One of the first responses to Mr.
McClennan came from our own
Jim Parrish. Jim cited Paragraph
1345.B of the Air Transportation
Inspector's Handbook (FAA Order
8400.11) dated 20 December 1994,
and pointed out that Mr. McClen-
nan’s ill-advised editorial could
have devastating effects on pilot re-
cruitment and thus patient travel.

Almost simultaneously, a second
letter from Robert Zeitinger of Life
Line Pilots of Illinois was faxed.

Mr. McClennan still wasn’t con-
vinced, but he did provide a copy
of a newsletter from which he got
his information. The newsletter
was from a law firm in Portland
specializing in aviation matters, Er-
icsson & Egan.

Mr. Lloyd Ericsson, the newslet-
ter’s author and a principle at the
firm, has since been provided with
new information and requested to
write a formal retraction.

Meanwhile, the heat was going up

at FLYING magazine. Rol Murrow
of the Air Care Alliance and Rick
Cremer of FAA HQ called or wrote
to Mr. McClennan.

Out came the white flag.

Mr. McClennan has agreed to write
a retraction, and even better, Secre-
tary and General Counsel for
AOPA, John S. Yodice, will address
the issue in an upcoming issue of
AOPA PILOT magazine.

Let’s not delude ourselves into
thinking this is the last time the
Carter decision will be misinter-
preted, but we should be happy to
see so many Public Benefit Flying
organizations come together so uni-
form and coordinated.

As the excitement winds back
down, two recent emails come to
mind. The first, from Robert
Zeitinger’s son, an attorney, stated,
“Just goes to show what free advise
is worth. On the other hand, even if
you had paid, you still would have
received the same advise.”

The other email came from Jim
Weaver, the Executive Director of
Angel Flight of California, who ob-
served that in some perverse way,
Carter might be good for all of us
because of the free publicity we get.

Me? I would love to be a fly on Mr.
Lloyd Ericsson’s wall…
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Editor’s Two Cents
Did I leave something out? Is there
something that needs to be dis-
cussed? Would you like to submit
an article to Angel Flight News?

It’s easy.  Grammar, style and
spelling are not important – content
is.  Anything related to Angel Flight
or aviation and G-rated goes. And
all contributions are welcome.

A 3½” diskette (DOS) or EMAIL is
preferred.  FAX will work, but be-
cause someone (probably me) will
have to type the article in, it
wouldn’t be my first choice.

EMAIL/FAX to Phil Wood at:
email: woodp@zilker.net
FAX 512/339-7943

or mail to:
4204 Cliffwood Cove

Austin, TX  78759-7307

ASRS — Aviation Safety Reporting System

It’s burned in my memory as if it
was just yesterday. The ink on my
private ticket was still wet.

It wasn’t a good day. Upon landing
at David Wayne Hooks (DWH),
Tower had chewed me out for inad-
vertently crossing an active runway.
Now I had to talk to him again for
the VFR flight home.

As my trusty C152 climbed after de-
parture, I turned to the previously
calculated heading of 300.

Still aggravated from my earlier er-
ror, I made a second. Instead of fly-
ing 300, I headed 030. It was a sure
bet my lethargic, DME-less Cessna
had inadvertently flown into Class
B airspace without a clearance.

Back home, I confessed my sins to
a flight instructor. He smiled,
grabbed a piece of paper from his
flight case, and told me it was time
to learn about the “NASA” form.

Also called a “Get out of Jail” form,
its real name is the Aviation Safety
Reporting System (ASRS) form.

The ASRS was established in 1975
under a Memorandum of Agree-
ment between the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) and the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA). FAA pro-
vides most of the program funding;
NASA administers the program and
sets policies in consultation with the
FAA and the aviation community.

The ASRS collects, analyzes, and
responds to voluntarily submitted
aviation safety incident reports in
order to lessen the likelihood of avi-
ation accidents. ASRS’ publicly
stated goals are:

• Identify deficiencies and discrep-
ancies in the National Aviation
System (NAS) so that these can
be remedied by appropriate au-
thorities.

• Support policy formulation and
planning for, and improvements
to, the NAS.

• Strengthen the foundation of
aviation human factors safety re-
search. This is particularly im-
portant since it is generally con-
ceded that over two-thirds of all
aviation accidents and incidents
have their roots in human per-
formance errors.

As I was to find out that day, ASRS
forms sent to the ASRS are held in
strict confidence. More than
300,000 reports have been submit-
ted to date and no reporter's iden-
tity has ever been breached by the
ASRS. ASRS de-identifies reports
before entering them into the inci-
dent database. All personal and or-
ganizational names are removed.
Dates, times, and related informa-
tion, which could be used to infer
an identity, are either generalized
or eliminated.

The FAA offers ASRS reporters
further guarantees and incentives
to report. The FAA commits not to
use ASRS information against re-
porters in enforcement actions. It
has also chosen to waive fines and
penalties, subject to certain limita-
tions, for unintentional violations
of federal aviation statutes and reg-
ulations which are reported to
ASRS.

Assurance of no FAA enforcement
action gave me the incentive to fill
out and submit the form (via certi-
fied mail). A few days later, my
numbered receipt was returned.

The entire scope of ASRS exceeds
the space allotted in this article, but
one of the more interesting aspects
of ASRS is CALLBACK.

ASRS also distributes CALL-
BACK, a monthly safety bulletin,
to more than 78,000 pilots, air traf-

fic controllers, and others. Each is-
sue of CALLBACK includes ex-
cerpts from ASRS incident reports
with supporting commentary. In ad-
dition, CALLBACK may contain
summaries of ASRS research stud-
ies and related aviation safety infor-
mation.

To subscribe to CALLBACK, send
a note to NASA ASRS, P.O. Box
189, Moffett Field, CA 94035-0189.

Even more ASRS-related informa-
tion (including blank ASRS forms)
is available from their internet web
site at http://olias.arc.nasa.gov/
ASRS/ASRS.html.

It’s been a long time since that inci-
dent, and, as it turned out, I never
received a letter from the FAA con-
cerning my airspace violation. But if
that letter had arrived, I would have
been very happy to have had that
ASRS receipt in my hands.

-ed


