
1214/231-4656  •   http://www.zilker.net/~woodp/angelflight.html  •  214/231-6199 FAX

Angel Flight News
A Publication of Angel Flight of Texas, Inc.

July — August, 1996                                                                               Volume 5, Number 4

Mission Statistics

“Customer Service” may be an
overworked phase, but it still ap-
plies here. Why else would our mis-
sion numbers continue to grow?

Last year, we flew 310 total mis-
sions. This year, we have completed
181 through five months – An as-
tonishing 40% growth! And that
doesn’t even count the 14 business
and administrative missions coordi-
nated. Congratulations to all our
volunteers … and please keep up
the good work!

January — May, 1996

Total Missions: 181

Time (hrs) Logged: 817.4

Miles (nm) Flown: 105,197

Approximate Value: $102,175.00

BBQ in Dyersburg
I’ve checked all my Fly-In books
and for some strange reason, the an-
nual Moody–Wadley Cooking for
the Cure BBQ doesn’t appear in any
of them! In my humble opinion,
that’s a serious oversight, because
on the first weekend of May, that
little town in southwest Tennessee
goes crazy. Those who were up
there know what I’m talking about
– Those who missed it, well, will
have to wait for next year.

In essence, several civic groups
come together to raise funds by
cooking BBQ virtually non-stop for
two days. This year, those two days
just happened to be May 3 and 4.

Angel Flight of Texas was well rep-
resented. Our BCA (BBQ Cooking
Assistants) team consisted of pilots
James Fleming and spouse from the

Houston area, Thomas Lampman
and spouse from the Memphis area,
along with Roy Matheny and
spouse, Peggy Goll and Dan Pow-
ers, and Raymond Ames and Fred
Carroll, all from the Dallas area.

To say the BBQ was a success
would be a mild understatement. By
3PM the first day, the entire inven-
tory of meats and side dishes had
been depleted. (The poor sponsors
had to make an emergency run to
the butcher to restock.) By the end
of the first day, over 700 slabs of rib
had been sold and consumed.

Of course, there was a serious side
to the affair – The United Way of
Dyersburg uses this event to allocate
grants for the coming year. In the
past, they have been very generous,
and we were counting again on their
unwavering support.

Angel Flight of Texas representa-
tives did an excellent job of outlin-
ing our mission and what we’ve ac-
complished over the years – Cost-
effective, timely and safe transporta-
tion that has grown with the market.

After the meeting, we were advised
that the presentation had been well
received and that a favorable grant
decision would be forthcoming. We
are very grateful for their largess.

Next year’s BBQ? Not sure just yet,
but you might want to pencil May 2
and 3, 1997 on your calendar.

May 17 Board of Directors Meeting
The third Angel Flight of Texas Board of Directors meeting was convened
on Friday, May 17 at the Sugarland Airport near Houston, TX. The bulk
of the meeting concerned administrative detail, but there were some inter-
esting discussions of general interest:

• Another organization calling itself Angel Flight of South Texas has
sprung up in Corpus Christi. While they have the full support and coop-
eration of our group, there is some concern that their use of the Angel
Flight name may create confusion among our patients, social workers,
volunteers and financial contributors. The board intends to examine our
options with respect to registering our service mark.

• The philosophical question of where we want to be in five or ten years
came up again. Some of our members feel quite strongly that our rapid

(Continued on page 2)
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Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. was estab-
lished in 1991 to provide free medical-
related air transportation to persons or or-
ganizations who cannot access conven-
tional transportation. Angel Flight pilots
provide their aircraft, time and operating
expenses at no cost to either Angel Flight
or the requesting patient or organization.

Each Angel Flight pilot, in accordance
with Federal Aviation Authority Regula-
tions, is the final authority with respect to
the conduct of each flight. The pilot is re-
sponsible for determining the safety of
the proposed flight, as well as the fitness
of the aircraft and his/her own proficiency.

Angel Flight of Texas, Inc. is certified un-
der Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Rev-
enue Service code as a tax-exempt, non-
profit Texas corporation. The pilots of An-
gel Flight of Texas, Inc. are very proud of
our perfect safety record.

growth is causing us to lose that
warm, family spirit we all share,
while others argue that growth is
necessary to keep Angel Flight
of Texas alive in a rapidly
changing environment. Both ar-
guments are valid, and members
are encouraged to voice their
opinions in this debate.

• In September, the director posi-
tions held by Dave Edwards,
Paul Freels and James Knox will
expire. Additionally, the board
needs to appoint a nominee to
complete Marv Euchner’s unex-
pired term. Paul has indicated
business travel will prevent him
from accepting another term, but
the other two intend to rerun.
Four members (Lee Brucker,
Richard Dumais, James Fleming
and Roy Matheny) have been
recommended for nomination.
Additional recommendations are
needed immediately as the nom-
ination period ends soon. Con-
tact Jim Parrish at 214/249-3497
(digital pager) or 214/524-0761
(home) for further details.

• Fundraising was (again) a sub-
ject of discussion. But this time,
the chatter took a more humor-
ous (and challenging) tone. Tom
Polgreen bet $100 of his own
hard-earned cash that the direc-
tors couldn’t raise 15 $100
(minimum) check donations be-
fore the July 12 board meeting.
The directors not only accepted
the bet, but Jim Parrish and Ray-
mond Ames offered to person-
ally contribute $100 of their own
hard-earned cash if the total
couldn’t be met.

Other than that, the meeting was
uneventful. The flying weather was
great, the pizza superb, and the
meeting room was perfect – All in
all, a pretty fine meeting.

(Continued from page 1)

Board Meeting (con’t) Coordinator’s Corner
Our reputation among social work-
ers and patients has been enhanced
by our recent growth – We’re able
to meet more requests for trans-
portation. As we grow, however,
it’s important we not lose sight of
two of the most basic tenets of our
operation, Common Sense and
Common Courtesy.

Put yourself in the shoes of a new
patient – Your social worker calls
and tells you this agency of pilots
has offered to fly you to Houston.
You are understandably anxious
about it but are finally convinced to
give it a try.

Then you show up at the airport and
meet a pilot who doesn’t shave on
Saturdays, dresses like a frat boy,
has beer cans rattling in the back
seat, and doesn’t maintain the most
organized cockpit.

Get the picture? Common Sense
should have told this pilot that his
behavior and style would not instill
confidence in his patient.

Common Courtesy has taken a beat-
ing as well. Yes, we just had another
occurrence of a patient literally be-
ing stranded at Hobby airport.

From the new patient’s perspective,
it is doubtful that he/she is even
aware of the transportation options
between Hobby airport and M.D.
Anderson.

Which is exactly why the Angel
Flight pilot is responsible for con-
tacting the Houston Lion’s Club and
coordinating the transfer.

Sorry to have to sound like such a
grouch. These patients are very im-
portant people and need to be
treated as such – Common Sense
and Common Courtesy – It’s the
very least we can do for our best
customers.

–Peggy
angelflt@airmail.net
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METAR Madness
… and TAF madness as well. By the time you read this, US weather
reporting will have converted from the old FT and SA reporting to the
newer TAF and METAR styles. That’s the good news. The bad news is
things are really confused now.

Incredibly, the NOAA and NWS dabbled with our TAF/METAR stan-
dard right up until the last minute. On 1 July 1996, at 0800UTC, at the
exact moment TAF/METAR was being implemented in the US, the
NOAA and NWS amended the coding for non-convective low-level
windshear.

Fortunately, they also did one thing right. While the Federal Meteorolog-
ical Handbook No. 1 can still be ordered from the sources shown in the
last newsletter, it’s now also available on the web at:

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/oso/oso1/oso12/metartaf/fmh1/fmh1toc.htm

One other change affects central Texas flyers. ICAO rules require that
weather reporting stations use all letter identifiers. Georgetown (T04),
McGregor (F60) and San Marcos (T98) didn’t fit that requirement so
they were updated to GTU, PWG and RJO respectively.

Or were they? GTU and PWG seem correct, but Jeppesen charts say that
San Marcos is HYI. And DUAT will reject RJO while happily accepting
HYI – An educated person would guess that the NWS and NOAA still
have some work to do.

Bottom line? Learn the stuff because it’s here to stay, but don’t be overly
surprised if it changes over the next few weeks.

MATSPLAN
MATSPLAN is still on schedule
for an October 10 implementation.
Even the recently issued Dallas sec-
tionals, which are normally valid
for six months, are only valid for
3½ months this time.

Last month, a reader asked for the
names of the four new VORs
around the Dallas/Fort Worth
Metroplex. Starting with the Blue
Ridge VORTAC replacement and
working clockwise, they will be
Bonham, Cedar Creek, Glen Rose
and Bowie.

Here’s an interesting fact regarding
the  new Cowboy VOR/DME. In
order to ensure signal coverage
over the tall, downtown Dallas
buildings, as well as into far North
Dallas and Las Colinas, engineers
had to build the world’s largest
VOR/DME – Cowboy is 100 feet
high and 200 feet across.

Things really are bigger in Texas!

Mark your Calendars
The next Angel Flight of Texas
General Meeting will be in the Dal-
las area on Saturday, September
14, from 10AM to 2PM.

The location hasn’t been firmed
up, but a reasonable guess would
be the Senior Citizens Center in
Richardson again.

There’s lots of official reasons to
attend – Normal organization busi-
ness and election of new directors,
but there are other reasons as well.

How about a chance to earn the
ground school requirement toward
a Pilot Proficiency (WINGS) cer-
tificate? How about the door
prizes? How about the dancing
girls? (Just kidding!) Most impor-
tant, how about hanging around
with fellow pilots who share your
dreams swapping hangar tales?

New and on the ‘Net
Tripped across a couple aviation links that might be of some interest:

http://www.landings.com

This has got to be the ultimate general aviation server. Links to virtually
every other aviation server around, a full FAR and AC data base, and a
sophisticated search engine capable of looking up pilots and N numbers.

http://www.avweb.com

The Aviation Web – A compilation of aviation news, product reviews,
places to fly, special deals and more. Certainly worthy of a hot link.

http://aso.solid.com

The Aircraft Shopper Online is a great place to shop for used aircraft. I
use it to pick up great aviation photographs.

http://www.ghgcorp.com/jpurner

This man who created this web site is my hero. He put together a huge
web site of $100 hamburger locations. And I won’t rest until I’ve eaten
at each and every one of them!

http://www.zilker.net/~woodp/angelflight.html

Humbly submitted for your review. While it’s not as classy as the sites
listed above, it is home.
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Angel Flight’s Golden Wings (Jan – May Missions)
Well, so much for records. Twice, in 1994 and again in 1995, two of our pilots flew 21 missions in one year.
James Fleming has blown that record out of the water in five months. Now he probably has his eyes set on the
23,156 nautical mile record established by Earnie Pulley in 1994. Wow! And congratulations to all our pilots!

Pilot Missions Hrs. Miles

Fleming, James 25 115.5 18,893
Hunter, Von 8 33.2 4,047

Ricks, John 7 30.7 5,114

Knox, James 7 27.0 3,186

Reid, Austin 6 33.7 4,279

Prentice, David 5 16.7 3,468

Christensen, Del 4 22.0 2,510

Curtis, Jerry 4 21.2 2,438

Bryant, Tim 4 16.2 2,286

Amber, Rick 4 16.0 1,570

Lampman, Thomas 4 15.0 2,195

Denison, Jeff 3 20.9 2,413

Vasquez, Don 3 19.3 2,236

Hunter, Bo 3 17.1 1,782

Cook, Carter 3 17.1 1,455

Koenig, Kenneth 3 16.6 1,863

Pulley, Earnie 3 16.5 2,151

Steward, Rodney 3 15.5 1,994

Lowe, William 3 13.4 1,404

Brucker, Lee 3 12.3 1,222

Matheny, Roy 3 11.0 1,257

Bradfield M.D., J.Y. 3 7.5 1,110

Dorsey, Ted 3 7.2 860

Zale, Donald 2 14.6 2,160

Dumais, Richard 2 13.5 2,260

Dow, Craig 2 13.1 1,090

Sampson, Paul 2 11.7 887

Kohl, Roger 2 11.6 1,268

Stocker, Michael 2 11.5 1,740

Larsh, Tom 2 10.2 1,020

Watson, Tony 2 9.5 1,209

Frankfurt, David 2 9.2 1,160

Edwards, David 2 8.7 879

Welch, Bill 2 8.6 918

Allison, Darrel 2 8.2 1,040

Overton, John 2 8.1 871

Pilot Missions Hrs. Miles

Speck, Michael 2 8.1 905
Chapman, Mark 2 7.4 1,090

Mc Eachern, Conrad 2 6.0 722

Shorter, Mike 2 5.8 520

Wakeman, Bob 2 5.7 500

Kirkwood, Vic 2 5.3 810

Van Paasschen, John 1 9.2 945

Parrish, Jim 1 6.2 849

Martin, Chris 1 6.0 906

Coltharp, Bill 1 6.0 900

Wood, Phil 1 6.0 699

Mays, Ford 1 5.1 445

Dake, Jr., Ted 1 5.0 700

Ford, Jack 1 4.9 556

Cole, Warren 1 4.9 550

Walsh, Marc 1 4.7 520

Ames, Sr.,  Raymond 1 4.5 514

Chatham, John 1 4.5 415

Lucas, James 1 4.5 367

Rushton, Mel 1 4.2 518

Balske, Curt 1 4.0 560

Hopp, Mark 1 4.0 480

Withers, Bert 1 4.0 452

Mc Kenna, Jr., Louis 1 3.6 350

Bean, Robert 1 3.5 420

Vesely, Edward 1 3.1 220

Pinchal, Mace 1 3.0 640

Sims, Sally 1 3.0 400

Ligon, Tracy 1 3.0 380

Carew, Paul 1 3.0 370

Combs, Larry 1 2.9 314

Handschuch, Rick 1 2.7 300

Manson, Bobby 1 1.4 204

Ritter, James 1 1.4 141

Barbee, Steve 1 1.0 300
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Those Subtle Clues...
I had a first the other day. A patient got onto the plane with her sic-sac
already in hand! As Angel Flight pilots we should always be alert to these
subtle, and sometimes not-so-subtle, clues to our patient’s and passenger’s
condition. I am sure we all want the people we carry to be as pleased with
the flight as possible, whether they are patients, companions to a patient,
or just a friend or relative we are taking up for an afternoon hop. What can
we do to help ensure this – Especially with regards to Angel Flight?

The first clues are right on the mission form. If it says something about
“evaluation” or “checkup”, then the patient is probably going to be in
pretty good shape. But if it says something about cancer, and you are tak-
ing the patient home from the hospital, then there is a very good chance
that the patient has just been through chemotherapy or radiation therapy.
Especially if you recall having seen this patient’s name listed on the mis-
sion request list on a regular basis, this would tend to indicate treatments
that can leave even the strongest of them with a most uneasy stomach.

The patient is the best source of information about his condition. If you
have any doubt, politely inquire. Let him know that if he feels poorly, he
should tell you at once. Let him know that, unlikely though it will be,
should he feel nauseous, there are sic-sacs readily available. Make sure he
knows how to add or decrease the air flow from the vents near him. (A
cool breeze is a very good antidote for airsickness.)

Lastly, there are some “pilot” things you can do. We all know to give a
nice smooth ride if possible. Mechanical turbulence is usually limited to
the first 2000 feet AGL or so. Thermal turbulence is usually determined
by the bases of cumulus clouds. No matter how bumpy it is down low, the
bases of those little summer puffballs is usually the top of the thermal
bumps. Give a good rate of climb up to smooth air.

And what about ATC? Houston or Dallas Class B airspace can be an exer-
cise in low altitude aerobatics when ATC holds us down in the summer
heat. While none of us want to abuse the Lifeguard callsign, never hesitate
to use it if it is called for. Just tell ATC “LN12345 does not have an emer-
gency, but we have a patient on board feeling quite uneasy in the bumps.
Request expedited climb to xxx.”

You say you are IFR, but not IMC? Don’t forget you can ask “Request
VFR climb to xxx.” This tells him that you can provide your own separa-
tion to your desired IFR altitude, and allows him to narrow the spacing
that may be keeping you low.

Lastly, one word on climbing. If the mission form says something about
“Heart”, then a casual inquiry to the patient is in order. “Did the doctor
advise you to be careful of high altitudes?” No need to take a heart patient
to 14,500 without oxygen, unless you are sure it won't bother him.

It seems strange that an organization that is providing free service to pa-
tients should nevertheless be worried about “customer acceptance.” But
that is exactly what it is all about.

Many of our patients have been through a rough time. Let's do all we can
to make sure the ride isn't part of it.

–James Knox
trisoft@bga.com

 People in the News
Angel Flight pilots don’t just fly
missions. Some turn up just about
anywhere …

We were all proud to see one of our
own Angel Flight pilots, Rick
Handschuch, featured in the June 3
edition of the Dallas Morning
News, proudly carrying the
Olympic Torch through Dallas’
West End.

The torch had arrived earlier from
Fort Worth, traveled via Arlington
to Dallas, and was scheduled to be
in DeSoto for the night. The next
day it would wind its way to Waco.

The torch started its trip in Los An-
geles on April 27. On July 19, after
15,000 miles, 10,000 runners, 42
states and 84 days across the
United States, it will wind up in
Atlanta to signal the beginning of
the 1996 Summer Olympic Games.

Only 10,000 Americans get to
carry the torch – One of them was
one of our volunteers.

In Memory
They were our passengers, they
were our patients, but most of
all, they were our friends.

We will forever miss their en-
tertaining stories, their pleasant
style, and their smiling faces.

Rest in Peace.

Ophelia Johnson
Missouri

Sharon Brandenburg
Texas

Joey Stone
Texas
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This story probably needs a short
introduction. It was written by my
father, Warren Wood, who is an ac-
tive member in one of our Air Care
Alliance sister organizations, the
Environmental Air Force.

Normally, an EAF mission is no dif-
ferent from one of ours – Coordina-
tor calls, you accept, you plan, you
fly, and you return home. End of
mission.

This one was different, and proba-
bly won’t be repeated, but perhaps
I should let Dad tell it in his own
words …

I said I’d never undertake another
seal carrying expedition again, but
last Friday there I was at 21,000
feet, enroute from Baltimore to
some small airstrip in southern
Maine, with a seal plus handler
struggling with each other in the
back seat. Seems the stretcher and
the net we thought was enough to
control the animal didn’t quite fill
the bill. The seal weighed in at 140
and the handler, David Schofield,
the Director of the stranded animal
program at the Baltimore Aquar-
ium, was about 160. It was no
match, the seal was winning two
falls out of three.

Meanwhile I’m in the front seat
wondering whether I should declare
an emergency and get back down
on the ground real fast, but also
wondering what to tell air traffic
control when they ask me what’s
the nature of the emergency.

“There’s a seal loose in the air-
plane? Say what? So what’s the
problem?” Everyone knows they’re
real friendly, gentle animals. Well,
everyone except the Seal from Hell,
which happens to be occupying
most of the space in the back seats,
and is about to join me in the front
if David can’t subdue him.

This all started at a pleasant lunch
with a friend who happens to be
the founder of the Environmental
Air Force, a group of pilots who
donate their time and airplanes to
environmentally friendly causes.
This includes hauling sea ani-
mals around the country after
they’ve been stranded, captured
and brought back to health at var-
ious aquariums in the country.
He was bemoaning the fact that
none of the members in our area
had a large enough airplane to
carry a baby seal from Baltimore
to Maine. He knew I wouldn’t
volunteer after the last mission in
which the entire interior of my
plane had to be removed in order
to accommodate two seals in
containers similar to pet contain-
ers which the airlines use. As it
turned out, the interior still
wasn’t big enough and I ended
up hauling seal handlers rather
than seals, after my airplane was
put back together. I told him at
that time that I would not be in-
terested in another seal mission.

But the aquarium doesn’t have
any more space, and even though
he’s a baby, he still has to be
back in the wild by this spring or
he won't be able to adjust and
might even have to be destroyed
if they can’t find an alternative.
Besides, it’s a baby, not like
those big guys we hauled up last
year.

Seems that he was found last
November washed up on a beach
in Virginia, and with a jaw so
badly broken that it was just
hanging open, preventing him
from eating. He was transported
to the Baltimore Aquarium by
truck, and over the winter was
nursed back to health and was
now ready to join his pack which
summers off the coast of Maine.

Well, since it was a baby, and since
it would be in a container, it didn’t
seem like a problem to me. And
since I’d had a beer at lunch, I was
pretty relaxed and agreed to the
mission.

Friday was one of those perfect fly-
ing weather days. Blue skies, light
winds and temperature in the 70’s.
This’ll be a piece of cake. Two
hours up to Maine, a good lobster
feed at some dock restaurant and
two hours back home. A perfect
day.

Things started to go wrong when I
landed at Baltimore airport and
taxied up to the van holding the
seal and the helpers. We unloaded
the container and that’s when I dis-
covered that this was a very big
baby. And he wasn’t terribly happy
about being in the container either.
Trying to carry a container with
140 pounds of angry animal inside
is an experience which is hard to
describe. Each time he would hit
the sides of the container, that por-
tion of the container would seem to
weigh a lot more, causing us to
lose our grip and drop the whole
damn thing, making the seal even
more annoyed.

Then we discovered that whoever
measured the container neglected
to include the handles on the side
which made a 24” width (exactly
the width of my door) become
more like 28”. But as the container
had a top and bottom, we con-
cluded that taking the seal out of
the container, separating the
halves, slipping those halves (each
15”) in sideways, we could then
put the seal back in the bottom half
once inside the plane, reattach the
top half and we’d be on our way.

That’s when we discovered how
powerful a 140 pound seal is.
There were six of us on the scene

(Continued on page 7)

The Seal from Hell
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and it took all six to get the seal out,
into a stretcher used for such pur-
poses and then surround him with a
net so he was fairly immobilized.
(Did I mention that seals can bite
real well?)

We put the bottom half of the car-
rier into the plane, intending to
place it widthwise, only to discover
that the 40” length of it was pre-
cisely one inch more than the width
of the cabin. We then went to Plan
B by putting the box lengthwise on
top of the seats. (Did I mention that
these are fine, glove leather seats,
only meant to caress the bottoms of
people lucky enough to fly with
me?)

That seemed to work well, and we
were about ready to take the seal
out of the net and stretcher and
manhandle him back into the bot-
tom of the box in the plane. Fortu-
nately some smart guy in the crowd
suggested we try to put the top half
of the box back on before we
loaded the seal as the space to the
ceiling of the plane did seem to be
a little tight. He was right. There
was no way to get the top back on
inside the plane. Particularly with a
very angry seal in the bottom part.

By this time we were about 1½
hours behind schedule and had to
keep calling the volunteers in
Maine, most of whom were work-
ing that day, but planning to take
their lunch hour to meet us, to get
the seal in the water and then return
to work. Those who really had to
get back to work were beginning to
drop out of the program, and as we
realized that this would have to be
a multi-person operation, we were
beginning to think we wouldn’t
have enough bodies to assist us in
Maine, assuming we got off the
ground at all.

(Continued from page 6) After due consideration and even
discussions about canceling the
trip, we agreed that, if we could
keep the seal in the stretcher and
surrounded by the net, he would be
sufficiently immobilized, or at
least controllable for the flight.
Only problem was that he needed
to be kept wet during the flight. No
problem in his waterproof con-
tainer, but a big problem in the
cabin of my airplane. (Did I men-
tion the fine carpet and luxurious
paneling throughout the plane
which could be severely damaged
by water?)

By judicious use of plastic sheet-
ing we were able to cover all the
water sensitive areas, and assum-
ing the seal would stay still (bad
assumption) the spray gun that
David carried would do a good job
of keeping him wet while still pro-
tecting the interior of the plane.

So we launched about two hours
later than we intended. I sort of
hoped that the drone of the engine
would have a calming effect on our
animal friend. Wrong! He seemed
to get more agitated as the flight
progressed. And what started out
as an occasional check to ensure
the tightness of the stretcher and
the net, turned into a struggle to
keep him inside – A struggle that
he was winning.

As the wrestling match continued
in the back, I briefly considered
putting the plane on autopilot and
climbing back to join the fray. But
then I recalled that if the plane has
that much weight in back the au-
topilot automatically disengages
and we would be in a free fall, tail
down, with me trying to get back
to the controls. Worse yet, we were
now about 75 miles out over the
Atlantic on a direct course to
Maine, so I didn’t have too many
landing options either.

Meanwhile David and I are shout-
ing at each other, running down a
list of options, one of which in-
cludes taking the fire extinguisher
and bashing the seal in the head to
see if that would quiet him down.
We rejected that, but not out of
compassion. We were afraid it
would make him even madder.

But finally, David got the upper
hand, sort of, by sitting on the
seal’s head while holding his tail
flippers so he couldn’t thrash
around so much, and wrapping the
net around him even more tightly.
By this time we were only about 30
minutes from landing and the rest
of the trip was uneventful.

Upon landing and parking, David
had to get off the seal to open the
door and the fight started again.
Fortunately there were still enough
volunteers around and they piled
into the cabin and subdued our
buddy. They loaded him into a crate
and took him off to a nearby shore-
line for release. Normally we would
have accompanied them, but we
were glad to see the last of him.

It was too late in the day for a lob-
ster feed, so we launched to return
to Baltimore and then Philadelphia.
David slept all the way home.

-Warren Wood
wwood@voicenet.com

Unlike Angel Flight, the EAF
(215/951-0300) dedicates its re-
sources toward environmental
causes. Normal missions include
surveying animal habitats and estu-
aries, monitoring migration pat-
terns, checking for vegetation
growth, or even monitoring oil
leaks from damaged freighters.

So, Dad. Ever think about carrying
Angel Flight patients? They usually
don’t struggle as much! ;-)

-ed

The Seal from Hell (con’t)
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The Air Care Alliance
Sometimes it seems we’re the only
Public Benefit Flying organization
out there. Well, lighten up, there are
over thirty of us out here and sev-
eral of them even have operations
right here in Texas!

Pulling all the different organiza-
tions together is an umbrella organi-
zation called the Air Care Alliance
– And the organizations are differ-
ent. Some are huge and span the
country, while others have limited
geographical areas and aircraft.
Some carry only transplant organs,
while others (such as ours) struggle
when it comes  to time-critical
transplant organs.

In the end, we all use private aircraft
to perform charitable duties, and
that’s what the ACA was founded
to assist.

Once a year, the ACA conducts an
annual meeting. Any member in
good standing is invited to send
representatives, so earlier this year,
I went off to Indianapolis.

About 30 organizations sent a total
of 50 delegates. In addition to An-
gel Flight of Texas, two other Texas
based organizations, Children’s
Transport Command of Denton and
Children’s Life Link of Waco at-
tended. These other organizations
offer specialized services and don’t
compete with Angel Flight of
Texas.

ACA management introduced a
number of concepts to the assem-
bled members:

• ACA is considering adding two
groups of customers to the ACA
mission statement; spousal abuse
victims, and disadvantaged chil-
dren being transported to adop-
tive families.

• ACA has reached an agreement
with Signature Flight Support to
waive all airport handling fees

and offer a $.50 fuel discount
for all ACA member flights.
(This discount requires that
Angel Flight of Texas fax ad-
vance notification to the FBO.
So don’t just show up at Signa-
ture unless you know the fax
preceded you.)

Individual members also received
time to review their last year ac-
complishments:

• Angel Flight of California out-
lined a plan to take themselves
from 600 missions per year to
1,200 by the year 1998.

• Angel Flight of Florida out-
lined their successful Golf
Tournament strategy that net-
ted them over $40K in one day.

• Emergency Volunteer Air
Corps (CT) outlined the new
Advisory Circular (AC 00-7C)
that they worked with the FAA
to develop. The circular speci-
fies under what circumstances
Angel Flight pilots and aircraft
could be used for SARDA
(State and Regional Disaster
Airlift) missions.

The highlight of the whole meet-
ing was the “Pilot of the Year”
presentation to Alex Wattles of
Angel Flight of Pennsylvania.
Alex flew 70 missions and 60 pa-
tients in his Cheyenne 400LS in
the last two years. His proudest
day was transporting five patients
from three cities to three different
destinations. His routing was
Danbury to Long Island to New
Jersey to Baltimore to Detroit to
Rochester (MN) to Danbury. He
joked that he flight planned a little
over 120 kts.

 It was good meeting people from
all over the country with similar
problems and similar successes.
The ACA does a great job!

-ed

Another Texas Flyer?
Yes, except this one’s a magazine.
Just introduced, it’s published in
Texas by Texas pilots and for Texas
pilots, this new magazine should
appeal to any Texans interested in
aviation.

Featuring stories about aviation in
Texas, both historical and current,
as well as flying tips, flying stories,
and an aviation calendar, this is the
magazine to read.

If you already are a member of
AOPA or EAA, you may have al-
ready started receiving your trial
subscription.

If not, the editor, Rhine Nyen, is of-
fering all Angel Flight members a
three month trial subscription. Sim-
ply call or write, identify yourself as
an Angel Flight of Texas member,
and the trial issues should start.

Rhine can be reached at:

Texas Flyer Magazine
5956 Sherry Lane, #712
Dallas, Texas 75225

Phone:                            214/750-7180
FAX:                              214/750-7182
email:                vtm@ix.netcom.com


